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Empower local and regional
governments who are best placed to
build a Europe from the bottom up

by CllIr Kieran McCarthy, President of the European Alliance Group 2020-2022

With the mid-mandate of the
European Committee of the
Regions, we reflect on the
uncertainty caused by the
Covid19 pandemic as well as
the terrible and unprovoked
war in Ukraine. We see first-
hand that the regions and cit-
ies of Europe continue to be
very active in the provision of

support for refugees. Itis clear
that regions need to be empow-
ered and given the resources
to act in a time of crisis. The
Recovery and Resilience Fund
needs to have a local expendi-
ture component and not be ad-
ministered from central gov-
ernments.

The European Committee of
the Regions has also shown
its worth in solidarity with
Ukraine. The info-support-hub
was a good start in match-
ing the needs in Ukraine and
border regions with what the
EU regions can offer. We hope
that peace will come quick-
ly to Ukraine and we need to
begin the process of rebuild-
ing Ukraine. Our first Vice
President spoke at an event
organised by the Association
of Ukrainian Cities and the CoR
has our full support in building

a “European Cities and Regions
Alliance for the Reconstruction
of Ukraine”.

Atthebeginning of June,Ijoined
the European Parliament
President Roberta Metsola,
Taoiseach Micheal Martin TD
and MEPs in the unveiling of a
bust to the great peacemaker
John Hume. A timely reminder
that the European Union is the
greatest peace project we have
and we need to cherish peace
and security more than ever.

Stay safe to all,
Kieran
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EA group members appoint new president and the group bureau

Cllr Kieran McCarthy (left) and Mr Karl Vanlouwe (right)

At our extraordinary group meeting, held in Brussels
on 3 February, EA group members elected the group’s
new leadership.

Members elected Cllr Kieran McCarthy, member of
the Cork City Council (Ireland) as the new president
of the group and current president, Mr Karl Vanlouwe
asits first vice president.

Mr McCarthy said he was delighted to be elected and
hoped to put forward an active common platform for
members within the CoR respecting self-determina-
tion, calling for more decentralisation and ensuring
a balanced and sustainable territorial development
of cities and rural areas with a focus on island and
mountain regions. The EA group will provide mem-
bers witha platformto build the bridge between their
regions and the EU and we look forward to contribut-
ing to the new European Commission agenda via the
Green deal, Conference on the Future of Europe and
the Digital agenda. We have a huge agenda to deliver
on behalf of our elected citizens across the EU.

Inaddition, the members voted on the composition of
the new Bureau for the group, which will, in addition
to Mr McCarthy and Mr Vanlouwe, include Ms Nan-
ette Maupertuis, member of the Executive Council
of Corsica, Mr Dariusz Strugata, mayor of the town
and municipality of Jaraczewo (Poland) and Mr Emil
Draghici, mayor of Vulcana-Bai (Romania).
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EA Members to adopt political priorities for the 2020-2025 mandate

After a detailed discussion during an
Extraordinary meeting on 3 February
the European Alliance will on 11 Feb-
ruary adopt their political priorities for
the 7th term of office of the European
Committee of the Regions.

No different from other years, the group
remains devoted to a more democratic,
decentralised and inclusive European
Union, closer to its citizens. In its efforts
to contribute to this goal, our group has
identified seven key areas of concern for
the EU during the upcoming mandate.
The group has committed to making

European Committee
of the Regions

continuous efforts to improve the EU’s
competitiveness, sustainability and in-
clusiveness, support the empowerment
of its citizens, and boost investment in
its culture and in territorial cohesion.
Equally, the political priorities stress
the importance of the subsidiarity prin-
ciple to guarantee that decisions are
taken at the level of government closest
to citizens.

In addition, particular attention will be
given to the EU rural agenda and sus-
tainable food policy, especially the need
for additional efforts in developing sus-

tainable rural development strategies.
Our group also believes that coopera-
tion with, and promotion of stability,
prosperity and democracy in Europe’s
neighbouring countries must be en-
hanced and that local and regional au-
thorities in those countries need to be
supported adequately. Finally, the EA
group opted for a very comprehensive
approach to climate neutrality, as we
strongly believe that a robust green re-
sponse is required to make Europe the
first climate-neutral continent.




"The European Union needs to re-engage with citizens in our regions and cities and our
group want to make sure the European Committee of the Regions is pivotal to this process”,

Cllr Kieran McCarthy, Cork City Councilor and
newly elected President of the European Alliance group

EA
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A brief overview of the activities organised by the EA group in the past half-mandate

The second half of the 2015-2020 term
of office was marked by the presidency
and leadership of Mr Karl Vanlouwe. Mr
Vanlouwe’s priorities included a strong
commitment to decentralization and
self-determination in the EU and he will
be remembered as one of the strongest
champions of respect for fundamental
rights and democracy in Catalonia. As a
former CoR rapporteur on the integra-
tion of migrants and refugees, he was
also active in debates on migration and
integration.

What follows is a brief overview of some
of our main achievements with a strong
commitment to intensifying our work
and playing an even bigger role in the
CoR and EU policy-making during the
new term of office.

Events

EA members Nanette Maupertuis and Gilles
Simeoni in Aiacciu, Corsica. April 2017

During the past two and a half years, we
organized a number of thematic events
where stakeholders, policy-makers, rep-
resentatives of the civil society and pol-
iticians exchanged views on some of our
group’s political priorities. They include:

Extraordinary EA group meeting and
seminar “EU policies for island, moun-
tain and rural areas”, Aiacciu (Corsica),
April 2017

EA Bureau study visit to the Irish Parlia-
ment on the revitalization of small town
centres, Dublin and Nenagh (Ireland), Sep-
tember 2017

European Week of Regions and Cities
Workshop “Strengthening the role of Na-
tions and Regions in Economic develop-
ment”, Brussels, October 2017

Seminar “Promoting cultural and lin-
guistic heritage of Europe”, Brussels,
June 2018

European Week of Regions and Cities
workshop “Local and regional author-
ities fostering energy transition poli-
cies”, Brussels, October 2018

Seminar “Investment and Cohesion in Eu-
rope’s Regions and local communes: pro-
moting innovation and Cultural Herit-
age”, Bucharest (Romania), November 2018

Study visit on passive housing and en-
vironmentally friendly and energy-ef-
ficient pilot project for social houses,
Pamplona (Navarre), January 2019

Extraordinary EA group meeting and sem-
inar “Helping towns and villages driving
rural revival in the EU”, Mohill (Ireland),
February 2019

Workshop on the role of women in the
fight against climate change, in coop-
eration with the Government of Navarre,
Brussels, May 2019

European Week of Regions and Cities Sem-
inar “The future of European Territorial
Cooperation”, Brussels, October 2019

Primary and Secondary Schools
Competitions

EA group workshop Policies, women and
climate change. Brussels, May 2019

Despite being busy with turbulent political
developments, we continued promoting
the EU and its links with its regions among
our young citizens through our annual pri-
mary and secondary schools painting and
essay-writing competitions. Every year we
have been more and more amazed by the
amount of talent and creativity expressed
and we are very much looking forward to
continuing this beautiful and creative en-
deavor in the future.

EA Group meeting in Mohill, Ireland. February 2019
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Bosch: Catalonia wants to serve as a hub for dialogue and cooperation in the Mediterranean

Mr Alfred Bosch i Pascual

Cllr Stenson discusses rural development and smart villages

On 22 January, Cllr Enda Stenson, CoR rappor-
teur on Smart Villages and rural revival par-
ticipated in the 10th meeting of the European
Network for Rural Development (ENRD) The-
matic Group, which focused on Smart Villages

and renewable energy communities.

After the meeting, Cllr Stenson said: “We met

to discuss how renewable energy commu-

Mr Tadeusz Truskolaski

McCarthy on the future of the Urban Agenda at the l

Cities Forum

On 30 and 31 January, Cork city Councillor
and CoR’s rapporteur on the Implementation
Assessment on the EU Urban Agenda Kieran
McCarthy took part in the 4th Cities Forum
“Together we shape a sustainable urban fu-
ture”, held in Porto, where he spoke on the

panel “Shaping together the future of sustain-

Newsletter

On 23 January, Barcelona hosted the 11th plena-
ry session of the Euro-Mediterranean Regional
and Local Assembly (ARLEM).

During the opening panel, EA member and Cat-
alan Minister of Foreign Action, Institutional
Relations and Transparency, Mr Alfred Bosch i
Pascual welcomed the delegates and presented
Catalonia’s ambition to serve as a hub for dia-
logue and cooperation in the Mediterranean.
Mr Bosch noted that it is more important than
ever that all actors in the Mediterranean make

nities and Smart Villages could benefit from
each other and imagine how the future CAP
strategic plans and Cohesion Policy could ef-
fectively supportan energy transition in rural
areas. We also discussed how to obtain an un-
derstanding of the opportunities in the new
policy landscape for supporting the creation
and development of renewable energy com-
munities in EU rural areas.”

On 23 January 2020, Mayor of Biatystok
Tadeusz Truskolaski took part in the
conference ‘Sustainable Urban Mobility:
How To Get People Out Of Their Cars?’
co-organised by the CoR’s Commission
for Territorial Cohesion Policy and EU
Budget (COTER) and International As-
sociation of Public Transport (UITP).
Transport accounts for 27% of total EU
greenhouse gasses emissions, 72% of
which is generated by the road transport

able urban development and the Urban Agen-
da for the EU”. Cities Forum is an event where
local, national and European level stakehold-
ers meet in order to discuss: cohesion policy,
future of Urban Agenda for Europe, climate
change, new technologies and innovation in

cities, urban housing and employment.

the effort to understand each other better and
strengthen dialogue and cooperation in order
to work together on achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals. He also singled out respect
for human rights and democracy as key compo-
nents of such cooperation.

The EA group was also represented by Dr Uno
Silberg, member of Kose Municipality Council
(Estonia) and Mr Emil Drdghici, mayor of Vulca-
na-Bdi (Romania).

Cllr Enda Stenson

‘-:I - ;ﬂ ~, Truskolaskiat the Sustainable Urban Mobility Conference

sector. The aim of the conference was to
hear from public authorities and poli-
cy-makers what can be done to encour-
age and facilitate sustainable mobility
while ensuring that citizens’ needs are
met. Under Mr Truskolaski’s leadership,
Biatystok introduced a low-carbon econ-
omy plan until 2020 and a number of sus-
tainable transport initiatives such as the
creation of a city bike network.

Cllr Kieran McCarthy



Mikel Irujo organizes major event on social innovation

in Pamplona

On 6 and 7 February 2020, Director-Gener-
al for External Action of the Government of
Navarre Mr Mikel Irujo organised a Knowl-
edge Exchange Platform (KEP) event on
social innovation. The event was organized
in Pamplona, Navarre, a region thatin 2020
was awarded the title of the European En-
trepreneurial Region 2020 (EER), with the
Social Economy Plan being one of the main
contributors.

g.:l, jup.m.-. {:, .".-.-a.n.-.n‘j,-

‘My region, my family’ exhibition in the CoR

The event focused primarily on the ex-
change of experiences, successes and
learnings about the construction of a re-
gional comprehensive ecosystem for social
innovation. Participants attended differ-
ent working sessions and presented 15
concrete European experiences with the
ultimate aim of gathering concrete output
that can be used by local and regional au-
thorities as a guide to design comprehen-
sive social innovation ecosystems.

Mr Mikel Irujo Amezaga

CoR/EA group primary school art competition
‘My region, my family’ exhibition in CoR

Each year the EA group organises a Primary Schools art competition “My Region,
My....” This was no different in 2019 when it focused on “My Family”. A competition
which embraces what is similar but different across regions and lives by the ethos

‘United in diversity”.

EA group annual Secondary Schools Competition

Winning participants of the EA Secondary Schools

Competition in the CoR. Brussels, June 2019

European Committee
of the Regions

EA

European Alliance

EA members Povilas Zagunis and Karl Vanlouwe with students from
the Mykolas Antanaitis Gymnasium in Krekenava, Lithuania

EA group Secretariat - European Committee of the Regions:
101 rue Belliard /Belliardstraat « 1040 Brussels

Tel: 4322282 2245« Fax: +32 2 282 23 34 | e-mail: ea-secretariat@cor.europa.eu | www.ea.coreuropa.eu
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Delivery on behalf of our regions and cities is now
more important than ever, says Kieran McCarthy,
Cork city councillor and president of the EA Group

There are many social and economic challeng-
es of our time. Regions and cities across the EU
remain at the frontline of the response to such
challenges - acting upon them, finding reso-
lutions, whilst all the time moving forward in
an ambitious and sustainable way. The recent
coronavirus pandemic has also graphically
illustrated how important local and regional
authorities are to the lives of EU citizens.

Across Europe, presidents of regions, mayors
and regional and local councillors have enor-
mous amounts of knowledge and experience
that can be shared - we must strive to feed
such knowledge and experiences into present
and future EU policies. I appreciate greatly
the CoR’s COVID-19 platform and also many
of the initiatives which the EU has taken to
ensure that national and regional govern-
ments have access to funding. The short term
flexibility in certain programmes is welcome
but we should not lose focus on the long term
objectives of structural funds for our regions,
cities and rural areas. We also welcome the
EU recovery plan but we need to ensure that
this is available to the level of governance
closest to the citizens.

Mr Kieran McCarthy

Another crisis is also looming, namely the
lack of progress in the EU - UK trade nego-
tiations following Brexit. Without a serious
engagement from the UK, we are very wor-
ried that regions across the European Union
will suffer a second unnecessary and totally
avoidable economic hit.

The role of local and regional governments
has been clear throughout this crisis and it is
vital they have a strong voice in the EU deci-
sion making system. The European Commit-
tee of the Regions and indeed our group are
ready to work towards achieving progressive
policy development on behalf of our citizens.
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The corona pandemic hit the European re-
gions and cities with an unanticipated speed
and reach, and within days, life, as we knew
it, changed. In addition to putting an enor-
mous strain on medical service provision, it
has created unprecedented socio-economic
challenges threatening not only to people’s

European Committee
of the Regions

health but also their livelihoods. Aside from
being key actors in monitoring spread of
diseases locally, implementing national
directives on public health measures and
mobilizing all available fiscal and human re-
sources to fight the pandemic, EA members
search for solutions to ensure that no one is
left behind during and in the aftermath of
the pandemic.

At the beginning of the pandemic, we set
up a dedicated page on our website where

members shared information on what they
are experiencing and doing in their constit-
uencies to tackle the health, economic and
social challenges imposed by the pandem-
ic. The result is a rich and easily accessible
body of knowledge and diverse experiences
gathered from the west of Ireland to the east
of Poland and from Flanders to Corsica.

As the battle for economic recovery has
started, we are sure we will be able to share
more experiences and best practices.




"Across Europe, presidents of regions, mayors and regional and local councillors have
enormous amounts of knowledge and experience that can be shared - we must strive to feed
such knowledge and experiences into present and future EU policies."

CIVEX

Kieran McCarthy, president of the EA Group

EA

Euaropean Alliance

Kobor: “Dialogue with citizens and better connections with the Neighbourhood
among EA group’s priorities”

The new mandate of the Commission for Citi-
zenship, Governance, Institutional and External
Affairs (CIVEX) will see a number of important
developments and potentially big changes in
how the EU works and positions itself with-
in its neighbourhood and the world. With the
COVID-19 crisis, we could already see the new
realities and challenges we hadn’t thought were
likely before. The pandemic has raised many
questions related to the EU’s decision-making,
competences, finances, values, founding prin-
ciples, geo-political positioning, its role in its
neighbourhood, communication strategy, per-
ception by its citizens, and many others. In some
Member States, further tensions have arisen
between the central government and local gov-
ernments, and the principle of subsidiarity has
been further violated.

It is clearer than ever that we need a compre-
hensive deliberative process and an all-encom-
passing debate on where and how we see the EU
in the future.

Consequently, as a group, one of our main
priorities will be the establishment of a per-
manent mechanism for consultations with
citizens. The opinion on this topic is currently
being prepared by our member Declan McDon-
nell, after being started with excellent work

COTER

by Ms Mireia Borrell Porta, and it is due to be
adopted in October. It will propose concrete
measures on how to establish and institution-
alise two-way communication between citi-
zens and EU institutions and ensure that the
citizens understand and influence the ways EU
affects their daily lives.

As a councillor in the city of Pécs, which is
very close to the Balkan region, I will push for
the CoR to promote greater cooperation with
Europe’s neighbourhood, in Eastern Europe,
in the Mediterranean and in the enlargement
candidate and potential candidate countries
of the Western Balkans. Many of the connec-
tions which existed historically between the
regions now in the EU and those outside of it
have been severed and we must re-establish
them to truly promote cooperation and Eu-
ropean values with our counterparts from
neighbouring countries. Therefore, we will
strongly support and promote initiatives to
forge closer ties with the EU’s neighbouring
regions which harbour specific national, eth-
nic, cultural, religious and linguistic char-
acteristics and have close historical links to
those inside the EU.

On the subject of values, we will insist that the
founding principles of the EU, to which our

Mr Jozsef Kébor

countries willingly and enthusiastically sub-
scribed, be upheld and respected and that the
freedoms the EU gave us be not taken for grant-
ed or questioned for the sake of narrow politi-
cal interests. Throughout this mandate, we will
strongly promote the protection of democracy
and the rule of law in EU’s member states, as
well as in partner countries.

Finally, we cannot ignore the issue of migra-
tion. We need a pan-European response to
ensure that we protect our borders and safety
and, at the same time, offer help and asylum to
those who need it. Therefore, we will support
the reform of the Dublin Regulation and look
into ideas to tackle the root of the problem so
that we, as Europeans, can respond adequately.

Maupertuis: “Reinforcing the EU’s financial capacity and strengthening cohesion policy
are key measures to combat the impact of COVID crisis and the economic recession”

Ms Nanette Maupertuis

Following the presentation of the new
Multiannual Financial Framework and EU
recovery plan, Ms Nanette Maupertuis, EA
group coordinator in the COTER commis-

sion and member of the Executive Council of
Corsica is convinced that, in the current sit-
uation, the most appropriate response to the
crisis is to equip the EU with more resources.

“Reinforcing the EU’s financial capacity
would send a strong message to the popu-
lists and Member States must endorse a bold
package that is commensurate to people’s
expectations. Otherwise, we could face a real
catastrophe which could threaten the EU as
awhole.

As part of a more ambitious EU budget, it is im-
portant we fight for a stronger Cohesion Policy
as economies in many European regions, such
as insular regions, are severely weakened.

Corsicaitselfwill be hit hard by the reduction
of economic activities in the field of tourism,
an important source of revenue on the island,
and I welcome that the new EU recovery plan
is based on cohesion, which will make it pos-
sible to support tourism activities.

[ also believe it is crucial to promote employ-
ment and help the job market while investing
in sustainable mobility and digitalisation.

Itis important to evolve and move towards
a new economic model, supporting a green
and digital transition, which would be
more in tune with people’s expectations”,
Ms Maupertuis added
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ECON

Truskolaski: “From trade to the Single Market and COVID-19 recovery, a busy agenda
lies ahead for the ECON Commission”

Mr Tadeusz Truskolaski

The Commission for Economic Policy (ECON) ‘s new
mandate begins with an exceptionally busy agenda.
Together with other political groups’ representa-
tives, EA coordinator Tadeusz Truskolaski has been
promoting CoR’s priorities in the areas of trade and
globalisation; local and regional government and

ENVE

the economic governance in the EMU; Sustainable
development goals; SMEs, Entrepreneurship and
Industry; the Single market and competition policy.
Mr Truskolaski also supported the continuation of
the innovative European Entrepreneurial Region
award and the work of the Regional Hubs.

Speaking about the impact of the coronavirus on
ECON'’s remits, Mr Truskolaski said: “The COVID-19
pandemic is having substantial repercussions on
European economies. In my own area, the city of
Biatystok, SMEs and citizens are the most likely to
suffer, due to their limited resources. An increasing
number of public administration areas are digital-
ized in order to avoid direct contact; the city has
launched toll-free remote access lines for contacting
specialists including legal advisors and psycholo-
gists; and we refrain from imposing fines on resi-
dents who do not meet the deadlines related to cer-

tain public payments. As president of the Union of
Polish Metropolises (UPM) and member of the Asso-
ciation of Polish Cities and the Association of Polish
Counties, I am also actively involved in supporting
swift legal changes that will help local government
units to function during the COVID-19 pandemic.”

“ECON will prepare regular economic bulletins on
recent research, articles and discussions on the
socioeconomic impact of the pandemic in Europe
and on the different economic response measures
planned and implemented at EU, national, regional
and local level. I find this initiative very useful and
the study of the different cases can help us to pro-
ceed with the good practices better and quicker. In
this light, I can say that, as a group, we welcome the
new EC proposal for a €750 billion Recovery Fund”,
Mr Truskolaski added.

Gryffroy: “Innovation is key to achieving climate neutrality”

The Green Deal, the EU’s growth strategy which
includes sectorial initiatives aimed at achiev-
ing climate neutrality, is making headlines on a
daily basis.

The European Commission, with its freshly released
proposal for a Recovery Instrument and revamped
long-term budget 2021-2027 is committing a great
share of the total financial firepower to achieving a
Just Transition. New initiatives in the areas of build-
ing renovation, sustainable mobility, renewables en-
ergy will be central to support a greener recovery.

The EA Group believes that EU’s response must be
strong, whilst taking into account the affordability
of measures for our citizens and the competitive po-
sition of our enterprises.

“Regions and cities are at the forefront in promoting
green investments in new technologies and sustain-
able mobility,” said EA Group’s ENVE coordinator
and member of the Flemish Parliament Andries Gry-

NAT

ffroy. Mr Gryffroy added that “we are committed to
helping LRAs decrease their carbon footprint: Flan-
ders itself supports the objective of a climate-neu-
tral Europe by 2050 and has already announced in
the Flemish Climate Strategy 2050 that it will be
able to contribute 85 percent CO2 reduction itself”.

The EU climate law will also be an important piece
of legislation as it will provide investors with a sta-
ble and predictable framework to plan investments
and will confirm the EU’s ambitions.

It is important we link ambition with pragmatism,
base our action on an evidence-based assessment
of the economic and social situation in the EU and
focus on innovation without bias.

In order to achieve the objective of climate neutral-
ity, the EU must use the force of its innovative po-
tential and focus on new approaches that would pro-
mote small businesses and real job creation while
ensuring the transition is just and fair.

Mr Andries Gryffroy

“We look forward to a wave of EU recovery
initiatives and massive plans of building ren-
ovation which will make it possible to achieve
higher energy efficiency in hospitals, schools
and social housing and create new jobs, thus
driving EU recovery from the local level”,
Mr Gryffroy added.

Strugata: “We need to develop a real and deliverable Rural Strategy”

Recent developments illustrate the continuing and
renewed significance of the NAT Commission’s remits
for European regions and cities. This is a time in which
the European Union faces a growing urgency to prevent
and reverse the depletion of natural resources, to adapt
to rapid technological advances, and to address the
consequences of the demographic change. As such, the
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NAT commission has a unique window of opportunity
to use the power of its cross-sector policy expertise to
strengthen the CoR’s position in these pressing debates.

Mr Dariusz Strugata, mayor of Jaraczewo, Poland and
EA Group’s NAT coordinator underlined that the NAT’s
priorities are key socio-political challenges. These are
to support viable agricultural production, sustainable

maritime ecosystems, innovative health interventions,
sustainable food policies all across the production and
consumption chain, and promote low impact tourism.
Such matters affect the daily lives of 500 million EU cit-
izens in terms of food, wellbeing, and livelihood.

“Nevertheless, as a Board Member of the Main Rural
Authorities Association in Poland I am very happy that
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Mr Dariusz Strugata

the main priority for NAT is the Rural Agenda this year.
We need to have new and valuable initiatives to devel-
op along-term vision for rural areas. The CoR has for a
long time asked for the needs of rural areas to be recog-
nised and addressed by a proper EU policy”, he added.

SEDEC

“The CoR'’s quick first reactions to the COVID-19 crisis
should be welcomed”, Mr Strugata said, “From the NAT
perspective, we have called for the urgent use of the
European Union’s budget and intervention capacity for
our citizens. We will propose an opinion on the special
Mechanism to assure fast health measures in the mo-
ments of crises.”

Mr Strugata further highlighted that “the unprece-
dented shock of COVID-19 requires immediate action
and a bold economic and social recovery plan for the
European Union, based on solidarity, sustainability,
resilience and social justice, in line with the European
Green Deal programme and the digital transformation
programme”.

“In these difficult times, our priority as regional and
local authorities is to continue to provide healthcare
and public services to our communities, while making

sure that no-one is left behind. We are working hard to
support the local economy, save jobs, create new em-
ployment opportunities, help all companies continue
to work and provide quality education. Our work on
the ground is complementary to the efforts under-
taken at EU and Member State level, but more needs
to be done, in particular in terms of solidarity across
borders. The crisis has clearly shown our deficiencies.
In Poland for example there was a lack of everything,
especially in small hospitals. My municipality was
obliged to provide PLN 50.000 for necessary protec-
tive equipment and other measures.”

Finally, Mr Strugata concluded by saying “I am happy
to see that in the new MFF proposal the European
Commission presented in May, €15 billion in addition-
al support s foreseen for rural development which is a
longstanding claim of the CoR.”

Irujo: “Sustainable work, quality education and strong support for R&I amongst the
SEDEC priorities for the next mandate”

Our aim in the coming period, especially after the
heavy impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had and
will have on the EU’s economy, must be to improve
employment and social policies in order to provide
decently-paid and sustainable jobs. In particular, our
young people need and deserve a helping hand. But
we must also support those regions that are strong-
ly affected by demographic change. More attention
needs to go to the social economy and social innova-
tion, as they may offer a solution for many of today’s
societal challenges.

Asaccessible quality education is key to socio-econom-
ic development, identifying skill shortages, focusing on
re-skilling and up-skilling and promoting mobility
while, at the same time, offering solutions to brain
drain will be of utmost importance.

An innovative working environment can attract peo-
ple to use the skills they acquired. To achieve this, a

substantial support for research and innovation is
crucial. The keys to our economic recovery, empow-
ering of our health systems, achievement of our cli-
mate goals and transformation of our industries all
lie in research and innovation. That is why we will
insist that research and innovation be allocated ad-
equate funding in the next programming period and
that those funds are deployed in the best possible
way. There are some positive signals coming from
the European Commission, such as the proposal to
increase funding for the Horizon Europe programme,
but that might still not be enough given the funda-
mental importance of new technologies for our am-
bitions across all policy areas.

Finally, let us further promote out cultural heritage
as it inspires creativity, ignites the concept of active
citizenship, and is one of the important foundations
underpinning strategies for urban and rural develop-

Mr Mikel Irujo

ment. Creative sector has been among those hit the
hardest by the pandemic and it will be challenging to
secure enough resources for its adequate recovery
but we must not forget that our identities are rooted
in our cultures.

Update on the ongoing opinions drafted by EA group members

Mr Declan McDonnell (Galway City Council, Ireland)
has been appointed new rapporteur on the opinion
“Local and Regional Authorities in a permanent
dialogue with citizens” after Ms Mireia Borrell Por-
ta’s mandate expired in April. The opinion is sched-
uled for adoption at the CoR plenary in October.

NAT commission members will exchange views on
Mr Enda Stenson’s (Leitrim County Council, Ireland)

European Committee
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opinion “EU strategy for Rural Revival” at the NAT
meeting in June, while the adoption of the opinion is
foreseen for the September NAT meeting and the De-
cember plenary session.

“Regional Innovation Scoreboard and its impact
in regional place-based policies” prepared by Mr
Mikel Irujo Amezaga (Director-General for Exter-
nal Action of the Government of Navarre) is fore-

seen for the July SEDEC meeting and the October
plenary session.

Mayor of Biatystok, Poland, Mr Tadeusz Trusko-
laski will present his opinion “Identifying and
addressing barriers to the Single Market” at the
ECON commission meeting in June and the plenary
session in October.

EA group Secretariat - European Committee of the Regions:
101 rue Belliard /Belliardstraat « 1040 Brussels
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Empower the Regions and the EU will be a success

by Kieran McCarthy, President of the
European Alliance Group

Cities and regions need to be at the heart of
the delivery of the priorities outlined in the
Commission President’s State of the Union
address. The delivery of the Commission
President’s targets can only be achieved in
collaboration with the cities and regions.
Many of the priorities outlined are com-
mon challenges for the over 95,000 local
and regional authorities across Europe. We
must be at the heart of the delivery process
and the European Committee of the Re-
gions (CoR) is willing to collaborate with
the other EU institutions in the delivery of
this vision.

The CoR has welcomed the Next Generation
EU funding, has penned several opinions
and continues to meet commissioners so
that the challenges expressed by local and
regional authorities can be heard. Europe-
an Alliance members continue to lobby on
policy priorities such as Rural Revival and
delivery of broadband and the digital agen-
da; smart specialisation; smart villages;
urban areas; capital markets union and the
integration of migrants to name but a few.

Our group has been very clear that we
need to support our cultural and tourism
industry to help recovery from the current
pandemic and this is why we are organis-

ing a seminar during this year’s “Europe-
an Week of Regions and Cities”, an event

which will be online this year but will still
remain a huge platform for regions and cit-
ies to cooperate and share experiences.

Cllr Kieran McCarthy

This year, as we take the first steps to-
wards the Conference on the Future of Eu-
rope our primary schools art competition
will have the title “My Region, My Europe”
and we look forward to the wonderful de-
pictions of art by the students which will
be exhibited in Brussels during the Decem-
ber Plenary.

Now is not the time for opinions and re-
ports to be put on the back burner or wait
for a rainy day. This is the rainy day and
action and practical steps for implemen-
tation are required. Empower the Regions
and the EU will be a success.
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EA Group workshop: ‘Promoting Regional Tourism recovery
after the Pandemic: sharing experiences and know-how’

The tourism, hospitality, culture and arts
sectors have been decimated by the COVID
19 pandemic, which has led to huge unem-
ployment and uncertainty in these sectors.
It is clear that every region of Europe has
been affected and during this year’s Eu-
ropean Week of Regions and Cities, the
European Alliance group intends to focus

European Committee
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its attention on how we can help economic
recovery by promoting tourism.

Our seminar will be online but will in-
clude some high profile speakers such as
Ms Zuhal Demir, Flemish Minister for Jus-
tice and Enforcement, Environment, Ener-
gy and Tourism; Mr Patrick Torrent, presi-
dent of the Network of European Regions

for a Sustainable and competitive Tourism
(NECSTOUR) and Ms Nanette Maupertuis,
President of the Corsican Tourism Agency.

This will be an interactive session so join
us on https://europa.eu/regions-and-cities
our event is scheduled for Thursday, 15 Oc-
tober 2020.




"Flanders is still hoping for a good trade agreement with the United Kingdom which would be in
the interest of our SMEs and ports. Otherwise, the Brexit Adjustment Reserve must be sufficient to

compensate the damage incurred on our economies, which is currently not the case"

Karl Vanlouwe, member of the Flemish Parliament and 1st vice president of the EA group
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Truskolaski: “Single Market is one of the EU’s greatest achievements
guaranteeing free movement of people, goods, services and capital”
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Mr Tadeusz Truskolaski

During the October 2020 Plenary session,
the members of the European Committee
of the Regions will adopt the opinion on
Single Market Barriers Report and Single
Market Enforcement Action Plan by Mr Ta-
deusz Truskolaski, Mayor of Biatystok and
the EA Coordinator for ECON Commission.

Mr Truskolaski emphasized that the Euro-
pean single market is one of the EU’s great-
estachievements, guaranteeing free move-
ment of people, goods, services and capital
throughout the Union and added: “Policy
on the EU Single Market plays a key role in
carrying out the strategy for sustainable
growth and greater economic, social and
territorial cohesion in the EU. The creation
of a European single market stimulates
trade and makes Europe more attractive
for foreign investment. The European
single market provides EUR 14 trillion in
gross domestic product (GDP) annually,
which ensures the functioning of the Euro-
pean economy and growth for Europeans.”

As a previous rapporteur on small and me-
dium-sized entreprises, Mr Truskolaski
agrees with the European Commission that
regulatory differences are particularly im-

Mikel Irujo’s opinion on the Regional Innovation
Scoreboard due to be adopted at the CoR Plenary

During the 140th Plenary session of the
European Committee of the Regions, the
members are set to adopt the opinion “Re-
gional Innovation Scoreboard and its im-
pact on place-based policies”, drafted by
Mr Mikel Irujo, EA group’s SEDEC coordi-
nator and Director General for Foreign Ac-
tion in the Government of Navarre.

The Regional Innovation Scoreboard a
comparative assessment of innovation per-
formance of Europe’s regions based on the
methodology of the European Innovation
Scoreboard and also containing contextual

data that can be used to analyse and com-
pare structural economic, business and
socio-demographic structure differences
between regions.

In his opinion, Mr Irujo makes a number of
suggestions on how future editions of the
Scoreboard could be improved from the
point of view of methodology and trans-
parency and how it can increase its polit-
ical impact and influence the development
of regional innovation policies by devel-
oping synergies with some of the EU’s key
policies and programmes.

CoR plenary to vote on the proposal to establish
a permanent dialogue with citizens

Cllr Declan McDonnell

At the CoR’s 140th Plenary session, which
will be held from 12 to 14 October, the
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members are due to vote on Cllr Declan
McDonnell’s opinion on establishing a per-
manent dialogue between citizens and the
EU institutions, mediated by local and re-
gional authorities.

In the opinion, Cllr McDonnell, who is a
member of the Galway City Council and
chair of the Northern and Western Re-
gional Assembly (Ireland) is proposing a
way to organise and coordinate different
mechanisms for direct consultations with
citizens which already exist or will be set
up at the local and regional level across
the EU, and channel their results to the EU

portant for SMEs, including start-ups and
scale-ups, innovatorsand promoters of new
business models. “I would like to stress”, he
added, “that SMEs in particular have lim-
ited administrative and human resource
capacities to be able to cope with complex
red tape. A major barrier to cross-border
cooperation in the Single Market is the Al
certificate, for which time-consuming for-
malities need to be completed when work-
ers are posted, even for regular postings in
a neighbouring country. These formalities
could consequently considerably reduce
cross-border activities and thus signifi-
cantly hamper the functioning of the single
market. In this regard, the CoR calls on the
Commission to be proactive and, together
with the EU legislators, ensure that the
existing procedures for A1 certification in
border regions are simplified”.

Mr Mikel Irujo Amezaga

institutions ensuring an appropriate feed-
back mechanism.

Cllr McDonnell expressed hopes that such
a mechanism, once adopted by the CoR,
can be tested and piloted during the Con-
ference on the Future of Europe and also
become a norm after the Conference is con-
cluded.

Cllr McDonnel’s proposal builds on the
great work of Ms Mireia Borrell Porta, for-
mer Director General for Foreign Relations
in the government of Catalonia, who start-
ed developing the proposal in June 2019.
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The European Alliance group welcomes the setting
up of the CoR-UK Contact Group

Mr Karl Vanlouwe

The first meeting of the CoR-UK Contact
Group, set up to maintain lines of com-

munication between local and regional
authorities in the EU and the Devolved Na-
tions and local authorities in the UK, was
held by video conference on 22 September
as a preparatory meeting for politicians
from the 27 member states of the EU. Mem-
bers were addressed by Michel Barnier, the
Chief Negotiator for the European Union,
and by Kati Piri (NL/PES), the European
Parliament’s co-rapporteur on negotia-
tions for a new partnership with the Unit-
ed Kingdom.

The European Alliance 1st Vice President
Karl Vanlouwe welcomed the setting up of
the contact group and highlighted the need

to preserve peace on the Island of Ireland
which is why the UK’s Internal Markets Bill
is so worrying. Mr Vanlouwe also said that
a trade deal would be good for Flanders
and also good for Europe and this needs to
be a priority.

Finally, Mr Vanlouwe asked that the Brexit
adjustment fund be sufficientto aid regions
which will be most impacted by Brexit and
highlighted the need to remain in active
contact with the Devolved Nations, offer-
ing our group’s help in the contacts with
the Scottish and Welsh Parliaments as well
as the Northern Ireland Assembly.

ENVE discusses Andries Gryffroy’s opinion on Green Deal assessment

In December 2019 the European Commis-
sion announced the Green Deal with the
objective of resetting the Commission’s
commitment to tackle climate change
while outlining a new EU growth strategy
to transform the EU into a fair, resource-ef-
ficient and competitive economy paving
the way to achieving climate neutrality.

The German Presidency requested the CoR
to produce an opinion assessing the Euro-
pean Green Deal and the impact of climate
change on regions and EA Group coordina-
tor Andries Gryffroy was appointed rap-
porteur.

During the exchange of views, held on 9
September at ENVE commission meeting
in presence of Energy commissioner Kadri

Simson and a representative of the German
Presidency Ms Nina Alsen., Mr Gryffroy
who is also member of the Flemish Par-
liament and energy spokesperson for the
N-VA party said: “The Green Deal could
be instrumental to achieve climate goals
as long as it promotes a balanced and tar-
geted approach which takes into account
the economic and social situation in the
regions and prioritises sectors with more
job-creating potential while minimising
the costs.”

He also underlined the importance of es-
tablishing an inclusive governance system
in accordance with regions’ remits and
competences. “A top down approach would
make the Green Deal fail. The National Re-
covery and Resilience plans will have to be

CoR/EA Group launches 12th Primary Schools’ Art
Competition 2020 - “My Region, My Europe”
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One of the winners of the 2019

competition “My Region, My Family”
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For the 12th consecutive year, members of
the European Alliance group have decided
to run our popular Primary Schools’ Art
Competition which was launched to nom-
inated schools in late September 2020. The
theme this year is ‘My Region, My Europe’.

The competition is aimed at the age group
6-12 years. The theme is broadly for chil-
dren to describe aspects of their region in
the context of Europe. This is especially
relevant this year as the year of the Con-
ference of the Future of Europe and tu-
multuous events such as the COVID-19

able to respond to the specific needs of ter-
ritories in order to ensure their effective-
ness. Local and regional authorities must
have a greater say in their definition and
implementation, in line with the principle
of subsidiarity”, Mr Gryffroy added.

Mr Andries Gryffroy

pandemic and Brexit. The children may
address how all kinds of topical issues
have affected them in a regional and Eu-
ropean context and are asked to write a
caption for the drawings.

Three winning drawings from each nom-
inated school with be exhibited together
with their captions in the Committee of
the Regions during the Plenary Session
week beginning 7 December 2020. As al-
ways, we look forward to enjoying orig-
inal and colourful artwork from our tal-
ented young people.



McCarthy and McDonnell call for respect for democracy, political
rights and the role of local and regional authorities in Belarus

McCarthy and McDonnell call for the re-
spect for democracy, political rights and
the role of local and regional authorities in
Belarus

During the CoR Bureau meeting held by
video conference on 11 September, CoR
members adopted a resolution on the sit-
uation in Belarus in which they launched
an appeal to the Belarusian authorities
to ensure the respect for fundamental
values, human rights and freedoms, and
strongly condemned all violence and
disproportionate state actions against
peaceful protesters.

In the Declaration, CoR members called on
the local authorities in Belarus to seize the
opportunity to bridge the existing confi-
dence gap between institutions and cit-

izens and pointed out to the potential of
the Conference of the Regional and Local
Authorities for the Eastern Partnership
(CORLEAP), a CoR-run platform which
provides an institutional communication
channel with locally-elected represent-
atives in Eastern Partnership countries,
including Belarus, and promotes local and
regional initiatives promoting sustainable
territorial development and decentralisa-
tion reforms.

At the same time, the Declaration calls on
the European Commission to ensure that
a re-orientation of financial assistance
will not weaken the capacity of local and
regional authorities in Belarus to connect
with citizens and to strengthen the resil-
ience of communities, already strongly af-
fected by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The EU begins on its eastern border

by Mr Krzysztof Iwaniuk, Mayor of
Terespol, Poland

The small commune of Terespol is sit-
uated between Berlin, Warsaw, Minsk
and Moscow on the European A-2 route.
Since 2004 and Poland’s accession to the
EU, this is where the border between two
political and economic systems has been.
This is where the European Union begins
from the east.

The border on the Bug River, which now
separates Poland and Belarus, was estab-
lished as a result of the Yalta agreements
in 1945. Previously, we had lived in central
Poland, which meant that after World War
II, the Bug divided those living in the east
who subsequently found themselves on the
territory of the USSR, and us on the west-
ern side of the Bug who remained within
the Polish borders.

After the fall of the Berlin Wall, a Polish
president Lech Watesa opened a monument
of solidarity in our commune which con-
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tained an authentic fragment of the Berlin
Wall, donated by our German friends. This
new “Berlin Wall” on the Bug river was to
be a warning that such divisions in Europe
should never exist again. Yet today, despite
being in the centre of Europe, there is still
no so-called “local border traffic” that
would facilitate neighbourly relations in
the immediate vicinity of the border.

It is unbelievable that in today’s global
world it is possible for the border crossing
not to become more smooth over the past
thirty years despite modern infrastruc-
ture and a significant increase in the num-
ber of border officers. Crossing it is an un-
believable nightmare, especially for those
who are doing it for the first time.

[ am convinced that it is worth strengthen-
ing the policy of a ‘good neighbourly’ Po-
land and the Eastern Neighbourhood pol-
icy of the EU, especially in the border area.
This is all the more important as there are
areas such as ecology, culture and business
that cannot be closed off by a border.

EA group’s president, Kieran McCarthy
supported the Declaration and stressed
the importance of dialogue and discussion
both inside the EU and with Belarussian
local and regional authorities in order to
overcome the current democracy deficit
and the crackdown on peaceful protests.

Meanwhile, during the September CIVEX
commission debate with the European Par-
liament’s Standing Rapporteur on Belarus,
Petras Austrevicius, Cllr Declan McDonnell
invited the CoR and other EU bodies to sup-
port Belarusian local and regional author-
ities and promote the importance of their
role. Also, Cllr McDonnell called on Belarus
to organise free and fair elections with
credible international scrutiny.

Our local government sees the develop-
ment of this eastern border of the Europe-
an Union as an opportunity for the accel-
erated development of small businesses in
the economically neglected parts of east-
ern Poland and for reversing the trend of
rapid depopulation of our areas.

We, the inhabitants of the border areas on
both sides of the river, do not want a new
Berlin Wall on the Bug river.

Warsaw Bridge in Terespol which
connects Poland and Belarus

EA group Secretariat - European Committee of the Regions:
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Regions and Cities must be given the tools
to deliver projects for our citizens

by ClIr Kieran McCarthy, President of
the European Alliance Group

The European Alliance group hopes the
global agreement reached for the EU
budget 2021-2027 will shortly be rati-
fied. Mechanisms need to be put in place
to ensure that Regions and Cities can
enact programmes, which will benefit
citizens and lead to a faster recovery
after this pandemic. The European Par-
liament’s role in achieving an extra €15
billion for flagship projects covering re-
search, health, climate and digital tran-
sitions and support for young people is a
very welcome change.

Many of the European Alliance members
have also promoted the importance of
ensuring food security through CAP and
allowing Rural Regions achieve their de-
velopment potential.

These subjects are crucial and it is great
to see two EA Group opinions linked
to budget priorities on the CoR Plena-
ry agenda which are focussed on rural
areas and the impact of climate change
onregions.

As a group we have always promoted the
role and value of our young people and
when I see the fantastic art of our young
students submitted to this year’s “My

Cllr Kieran McCarthy

region, my Europe” EA group Primary
Schools Art Competition, it shows that
what unites us and what makes Europe
richis its cultural, linguistic and regional
diversity. It is something to treasure as
well as being clearly what the Europe-
an Committee of the Regions is about -
unity in diversity.

As we close a year which has brought
huge difficulty to every corner of Europe
and indeed the world, let us look forward
to a fresh start in 2021 where we can
protect our vulnerable and create a re-
covery which will be fair to our citizens.
We wish you all health and happiness for
the future. Merry Christmas.

EA group hosts lunchtime briefing
“Impact of the pandemic on regional
airports and steps towards recovery”

Regional airports across Europe have
seen the numbers of flights reduce by
up to 70% due to the pandemic. These
airports are the link with the rest of the
EU and have a huge impact on tourism.

With this in mind, EA President Cllr Ki-
eran McCarthy hosted a briefing on the
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impact of the pandemic on regional air-
ports and steps towards recovery with
the Director General of EUROCONTROL,
Mr Eamonn Brennan. This briefing
looked at the impact the reduction of
flights has had as well some suggestions
towards recovery. A full report is on
WWW.ea.cor.europa.eu.
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"The EU must develop a strategy for rural areas to make those communities places that you
can live, work and grow old - we finally have an opportunity to give rural areas the tools to
make sure this is achieved"

EA

Cllr Enda Stenson, CoR rapporteur on the EU strategy for Rural Revival .
FEuropean Alliance

European Alliance members actively engage in the
18th European Week of Cities and Regions

The 18th European Week of Regions
and Cities (EWRC), due to the extra-or-
dinary circumstances, convened online
from 5 to 22 October 2020. The event
gathered 800 partners in 50 virtual
sessions across three weekly themes:
citizens’ empowerment, green Europe,
and cohesion and cooperation. Euro-
pean Alliance Group members partic-
ipated in 22 sessions as speakers or
organizers. These sessions focused on
the themes of green and smart innova-
tion and rural and urban development,
evidence informed policy making, cit-
izens’ participation, sustainable and
resilient development, economic re-
covery following Covid-19, including
cultural and tourism sectors’ recovery
strategies.

The European Alliance Group hosted
the session ‘How to promote the recov-
ery of regional tourism after COVID-
19’ that gathered a panel facilitated by
president Cllr Kieran McCarthy from
the Cork City Council, Ireland. The mul-

ti-stakeholder panel included EA mem-
ber Ms Nanette Maupertuis, President
of the Corsican Tourism Agency, Ms
Zuhal Demir, the Flemish Minister for
Justice and Enforcement, Environment,
Energy and Tourism, Mr Momot Milosz,
Deputy Head of the “Tourism, Textiles
and Creative Industries” Unit from
the European Commission Directorate
General for Internal Market, Industry,
Entrepreneurship and SMEs, Mr Pat-
rick Torrent, the Catalan Tourist Board
Executive Director and President of
the Network of European Regions for
a Sustainable Competitive Tourism, as
well as Ms Marilyn Reddan, the Head
of Programme of the Galway Capital of
Culture 2020. The panellists discussed
sector recovery opportunities emerg-
ing at the European and local level,
sharing a sentiment that it was im-
portant to capitalize on the good work
championed by the local and regional
governments and actors, and to pro-
mote a cross-regional and multi-stake-

holder collaboration to sustain and re-
build the sector (more information is
available on our website).

Meanwhile, the EA group rapporteurs
- Declan McDonnell and Mikel Irujo
Amezaga were invited to speak on
their respective opinions - Local and
Regional authorities in the permanent
dialogue with citizens and Regional
Innovation Scoreboard and its impacts
in regional place-based policies, which
were adopted at the 140th CoR Plena-
ry that convened 12-14 of October in
parallel to the EWCR. Mr Irujo spoke
at the event organized by the Europe-
an Commission and the Joint Research
Centre Resilience of EU innovation eco-
systemswhile Mr McDonnell presented
his proposal for a permanent dialogue
with citizens at the workshop Innovat-
ing citizens participation, emphasizing
the need to reach out to those citizens
who are usually hard to reach, listen
to their needs and ensure feedback be-
tween authorities and citizens.

Cllr Enda Stenson, rapporteur on EU strategy for Rural Revival
calls for a concrete policy framework for Rural Agenda

During the 141st plenary session of the
Committee of the Regions, members
adopted Cllr Enda Stenson’s opinion on
the EU strategy for Rural Revival. Dur-
ing the debate, Cllr Stenson highlighted
that rural and intermediate areas ac-
count for 88% of the EU’s territory, are
home to 55% of its population, generate
43% of its gross value added and host
56% of its jobs. Rural development is
therefore extremely important to the
Committee of the Regions, and a vital
tool for achieving the territorial cohe-
sion objective enshrined in the Lisbon
Treaty.

Cllr Stenson underlined “the new long-
term vision for rural areas should be
transformed into a concrete policy
framework - the Rural Agenda. The
Rural Agenda should propose a set of
integrated policies that enable and
empower rural communities to turn

challenges into advantages; these chal-
lenges include decarbonisation, climate
change, digitalisation, sustainable mo-
bility and fair job and income opportu-
nities, generational change and social
innovation”.

The opinion also argues that the Rural
Agenda should ensure that mutually
beneficial rural-urban linkages are in-
tegrated into all EU policies in line with
territorial cohesion objectives by mak-
ing the most of the strong interdepend-
encies between rural and urban areas.

Presenting the opinion, Cllr Stenson
said “We need to combat depopulation
and social exclusion by promoting the
smart villages initiative and social in-
novation and closing the digital divide.
I would like to strongly highlight the
objective for formulating a true agenda
for rural revival which must incorpo-

Cllr Enda Stenson

rate the following: support sustainable
and vibrant rural communities, support
enterprise, employment and job crea-
tion, improve digital and infrastructure
connectivity, maximise the potential of
rural tourism in a healthy and diverse
natural and agricultural landscape and
embrace rural areas’ creativity and cul-
tural potential”.
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EA members fostering connections with local and
regional authorities in the Western Balkans

Every autumn, EA group members are
active in fostering connections with the
EU’s neighbourhood and enlargement
countries, participating in meetings with
their peers from the Western Balkans and
Turkey in the framework of the CoR’s vari-
ous Working Group and Joint Consultative
Committees. Due to the COVID pandemic,

SK
REPASKY
Mr Miloslav Repasky and Mr Bronius Markauskas

this year’s meetings are being held exclu-
sively online.

Mr Miloslav Repasky, member of the re-
gional parliament of the PreSov Self-Gov-
erning Region (Slovakia), took part at
the meeting of the Working Group on the
Western Balkans, held on 5 November on

focused on handling of the Covid-19 pan-
demic in Kosovo.

On 18 November, Mr Bronius Markau-
skas, Mayor of Klaipéda (Lithuania) dis-
cussed the recovery and lessons learnt
during the Covid-19 with representatives
of local and regional authorities and civil
society from Montenegro.

CoR Plenary to adopt Gryffroy’s opinion on Green Deal
assessment and impact of climate change on regions

Mr Andries Gryffroy

On 8-10 December, the CoR Plenary
Session will adopt Mr Andries Gry-
ffroy’s opinion on the Green Deal
assessment: the impact of climate
change on regions.
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In his opinion, Mr Gryffroy, member
of the Flemish Parliament, highlights
the key role of local and regional au-
thorities in ensuring the transition to
a climate neutral Europe.

“To achieve climate neutrality, the
Green Deal must be shaped bottom up
and have regions and cities at its core”,
said My Gryffroy ahead of the CoR Ple-
nary.”The role of local and regional
authorities in tackling climate change
is widely recognised. However, this is
not reflected in governance and fund-
ing mechanisms”, Mr Gryffroy added,
calling for cities and regions’ plans
and contributions to be taken into ac-
count in every phase of the process in
a continuous and structured manner.

“We request that mandatory con-
sultations of local and regional au-
thorities are extended to all areas of

the Green Deal and that subnational
governments are fully engaged in the
development and implementation of
the National Recovery and Resilience
Plans while being granted easier and
direct access to funding”.

Moreover, he calls for the develop-
ment of socio economic and envi-
ronmental indicators seeking cost
efficient approaches, synergies and
complementarities building on exist-
ing mechanisms.

“We propose a European Regional
Scoreboard to track the progress in
the implementation of the Green Deal
and recovery plans locally, but also as
a knowledge tool to help represent the
diversity of territories’ needs, identi-
fying and replicating best practices,
including finance-ready pilot actions
at the local and subnational level”.



McDonnell pushing for a permanent dialogue with citizens

At its October plenary session, the CoR
unanimously adopted Cllr Declan Mc-
Donnell’s (Galway City Council, Ireland)
opinion on establishing a mechanism for
a permanent dialogue between the EU
and citizens, mediated by local and re-
gional authorities.

Since the adoption, Cllr McDonnell has
participated in a number of events when
he explained the concept and pushed for
its piloting during the forthcoming Con-
ference on the Future of Europe.

Cllr McDonnell presented the ideas out-
lined in his opinion at the opening ses-
sion of the European Week of Regions
and Cities in the presence of Ms Elisa Fer-
reira, European Commissioner for Cohe-
sion and Reforms, as well as on the EWRC
workshop “Innovating citizen participa-
tion” together with Noelle O’Connell, Ex-
ecutive Director of the European Move-
ment Ireland and other stakeholders.

Cllr McDonnell also explored links be-
tween one such mechanism and other EU
policy priorities. On 21 October, he spoke
on the links between citizen engagement
and Green Deal at the “Green Deal Going

Local” event organised by the CoR, while
on 16 November he took part in the kick-
off event of the European Commission’s
European Citizens’ Initiative Week “The
European Citizens’ Initiative 2.0: de-
sign, engage, impact!” when he called for
greater visibility of the European Citizen
Initiatives at the Committee of the Re-
gions and suggested ECIs could become
components of the future CitizEN net-
work, the establishment of which is one
of the pinnacles of his opinion.

On 25 November, Cllr McDonnell spoke
at the “4 Motors for Europe” network’s
event “Four motors for Europe in a dia-
logue with citizens” with representatives
of Catalonia, Auvergne-Rhone-Alpes,
Baden-Wiirttemberg and Lombardy.

On 11 December Cllr McDonnell will par-
ticipate at the 3rd edition of the Citizen
Engagement and Deliberative Democra-
cy festival organised by the European
Commission which this year coincides
with the adoption of the European De-
mocracy Action Plan.

Finally, establishment of a permanent di-
alogue with citizens and the CitizEN net-

Cllr Declan McDonnell

work has also been included in the CoR’s
communication priorities for the coming
year.

Establishing a permanent dialogue with
citizens will be one of the CoR’s contribu-
tions to the Conference on the Future of
Europe and we will continue pushing for
it to be piloted during the process with
a view of becoming a permanent mecha-
nism afterwards.

CoR/EA Group’s Primary Schools drawing competition 2020

Despite the difficult circumstances
this year the EA Group is delighted to

announce we have been able to run the
11th version of our very popular and

My Region, My EUrope
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indeed inspirational Primary School
Art Competition.

We have been very happy to see the
wonderful and colourful artworks sent
to us by children aged 6-12 years from
regions in 9 EU member states. This
year we will be launching a virtual
expo of the paintings and captions due
to the constraints for physical events
and this will be available to view on-
line on the EA Group website in De-
cember

The theme for this year is ‘My region,
my Europe’ and the positive and inclu-
sive vision of these young people sure-
ly gives us optimism for the future of
the EU and its diverse regions.
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101 rue Belliard /Belliardstraat « 1040 Brussels
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Hold Firm, with spring around the corner, the hope
of recovery is not far behind
by Clir Kieran McCarthy, President of the European Alliance group

Last year was a very challenging one for many cit-
izens across our regions and cities and our hearts
go out to those who have lost loved ones or suffered
from the pandemic. Our group sincerely thanks all
those frontline staff for their courage and for their
continuous and tireless work to make sure we are
as safe as possible and that our critical services still
prevail. Our hope for this year is that the delivery
of the vaccine will bring us to the road to recovery.

Despite the challenges of the day, our work at
political level continues, and as a group we have
put a focus on the theme of recovery in our most
recent online public seminars. We held two very
interesting seminars - one on tourism recovery,
and the second with the head of EUROCONTROL
Eamonn Brennan on regional airports and how
they can drive recovery. Both seminars concluded
that now more than ever there is an urgency for
EU funds to reach local and regional governments
so that important projects enabling recovery can
be delivered quickly.

We also welcome the last minute trade deal with
the UK but [ am very saddened by the wish of the
British Government not to continue with Erasmus
or Interreg. There are so many opportunities with
such EU programmes. We now need to make the
best of the trade deal and build a new partnership
with our friends across the water. Our members are
active in this regard on the COR-UK Contact Group.

Looking forward to the Conference on the Future
of Europe, the CoR needs to actively participate. [
believe that we need to take forward the recent
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Hold Firm, Street art mural, Cork by artist Kevin O'Brien,
recently commissioned by Cllr Kieran McCarthy

CoR opinion on creating a permanent dialogue
with citizens. The high-level group chaired by
Herman Van Rompuy will help us formulate some
ideas for the Conference.

Nevertheless, we, as a group, remain at the fore-
front of the debate championing local and regional
government to be at the heart of the EU project.

Kieran
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EFA MEPs and European Alliance Group members commit to work on key priorities

On 13 January 2021, the European Free Alliance
(EFA) Party and Bureau and European Alliance Group
members held a joint meeting to discuss priorities and
common actions over the coming months and years.

Welcoming the meeting, Cllr Kieran McCarthy high-
lighted areas such as the Future of Europe, citizens’
dialogues, cross border cooperation as well as contin-
ued dialogue and exchange with the devolved Nations
in the UK.

President of the EFA in the European Parliament Jordi
Solé welcomed the ideas for enhanced cooperation

European Committee
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and said that it will extend step by step but clearly the
first priorities should be the Conference on the Future
of Europe as well as subsidiarity.

Nanette Maupertuis from Corsica said that the pan-
demic had brought to the fore the economic and social
crisis in Europe’s regions and that this urgently need-
ed to be addressed.

The President of the EFA, Ms Lorena Lopez de Lacalle,
who initiated the meeting said that it was hugely
important to work across EU institutions as this will
benefit people in our regions. Dialogue and cooper-

ation is the way forward to build a Europe of all peo-
ples, she added.

The EFA is a group of 47 political parties across Eu-
rope that promotes the right to self-determination
and supports people’ aspirations to choose their own
political future, including independence, greater au-
tonomy or linguistic justice and cultural recognition
for minorities.

Several EA members belong to the EFA political par-
ties such as ERC (Catalonia), Femu a Corsica (Corsica),
N-VA (Flanders) and FNP (Friesland).




"We regret that the European Commission did not follow up on the wish of over 1 million citizens
who signed the Minority Safety Pack. It is hugely important that we protect and promote our

regional and minority languages and cultures.”

Jozsef Kébor, member of the Pécs City Council and EA group'’s CIVEX coordinator
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Brexit: A welcome trade deal but in reality a ‘lose-lose’ for both parties
by Karl Vanlouwe, Member of the Flemish Parliament and EA group’s representative on the CoR-UK Contact Group

The Christmas Eve deal broughta palpable sense
of relief in Brussels and London and also across
the most affected regions in Europe including
my own Flanders. The EU and UK were facing a
cliff-edge economic tumble but this was avoided
for which we are all thankful. For Northern Ire-
land the deal is particularly welcome. It is true
however to say that no trade deal is as good as
EU membership and our companies will have to
now complete lots of additional red tape; those
involved in fisheries a drastic reduction in quo-
tas and there will be restrictions on our citizens
and even our pets.

Thatis why, during the meeting of the last CoR-UK
Contact Group held on the 11th January I called
for an increase in the Brexit Adjustment Reserve
fund as I do not believe that there is enough in the
€5 billion to compensate for the huge barriers
they will now need to face in the new trading ar-
rangement. Flanders is looking at a potential loss
of 6,500 workers alone and it is worth noting that
we have 16,000 companies who trade with the
UK. I would also wish to see continued coopera-
tion in particular with the devolved Nations in the
UK and the creation of a North Sea Macro Region
as well as a twinning programme for Port Cities.

Mr Karl Vanlouwe

CIVEX: Participatory democracy and fostering old links with the neighbourhood

EA priorities for 2021

by Jézsef Kébor, EA group’s CIVEX coordinator

Mr Jozsef Kobor

In the coming weeks and months, we hope to see
the beginning of the long-awaited and overdue
Conference on the Future of Europe. In this con-
text, EA group will particularly focus on the pro-

motion of the concept of a permanent dialogue
with citizens led by local and regional authorities
which we hope will be piloted during the Confer-
ence and then used as a permanent mechanism to
involve citizens in the agenda setting and decision
making on EU policies.

Also, I personally and we as a group will continue
insisting on closer cooperation with the EU’s en-
largement and neighbourhood countries and espe-
cially on renewing historical connections, cultural
and economic, between regions within the EU and
those currently outside of it. Coming from a bor-
der county myself, I find it inexplicable that, while
Europe and the world are going towards more
integration, many links with our neighbourhood
which existed just decades ago now appear cut.

We very much regret that the European Commis-
sion did not support the citizens’ initiative on the
Minority SafePack ignoring both the will of the
citizens and the support of the European Parlia-
ment. The Minority SafePack was focused on the
promotion of minority rights, language rights, and
the protection of their cultures which are funda-
mental in reflecting and respecting the richness of
our diversity. We will not give up either this citi-
zens' initiative or the other one under way, which
is about “Cohesion policy for the equality of the re-
gions and sustainability of the regional languages
and cultures”.

We strongly believe that these initiatives are not
about identity politics, but about the well-being
and European self-awareness of European citizens.

COTER: Future of cross border cooperation high on the agenda
by Nanette Maupertuis, EA group’s COTER coordinator

Ms Nanette Maupertuis

Challenges to cross-border cooperation have be-
come more visible with the COVID-19 crisis as local
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and regional authorities face obstacles to cooper-
ate across borders.

In 2021, the CoR intends to start a reflection on the
long-term future of cross-border cooperation, that
will entail a number of actions and that will result
in the CoR’s official contribution to the Conference
on Future of Europe.

In the meantime, programmes under the new In-
terreg will continue and new ones will see the light.
We welcome the fact that, thanks to our efforts,
valuable programmes such as Interreg Europe and
Urbact will continue in this programming period.

However, it is unfortunate that, despite their high
added value, some will disappear as a result of

Brexit. It will be paramount to ensure benefits of
historical collaboration are not lost and fruitful
collaboration is maintained, possibly creating
EGTCs with UK local authorities and a North Sea
macro region.

Our members will continue advocating for bal-
anced territorial development, which also takes
due account of the challenges of insular and moun-
tainous areas. We call for targeted policies on
urban and rural areas, and for a successful imple-
mentation of the Urban Agenda.

Finally, in 2021 members will contribute to the dis-
cussions on the role of transport and smart mobili-
ty in achieving the Green Deal objectives.
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ECON: Recovery will be driven by cities and regions and our SMEs
by Tadeusz Truskolaski, EA group’s ECON coordinator

Mr Tadeusz Truskolaski

In the ECON commission, we will focus on the
policy areas which have a high priority on the
EU agenda and a direct impact on local and re-

gional authorities, especially in the aftermath
of the massive socio-economic crisis engen-
dered by the Covid-19 pandemic.

In my opinion, it is of utmost importance to en-
sure an effective and geographically balanced
recovery, while not setting aside our ambitions
for sustainable development.

As representatives of our local and regional
communities, we are responsible for leading
the economic recovery strategies that must
address the global sustainability challenges in
a coherent way across different policy fields.
We are responsible for our local communities
and their development and this is a part of the
development of a strong and coherent indus-

trial policy so crucial for building a resilient,
innovative and competitive Europe. We need to
support our local entrepreneurship and SMEs.
All policies at different levels should follow a
place-based approach, focused on supporting
SMEs and on strengthening and connecting re-
gional ecosystems, to drive innovation and new
business, and job opportunities linked to a car-
bon-neutral and circular economy.

We also face a new situation with Brexitand the
first year will be crucial with the new trade deal
and a new chapter in relations with the UK. Our
group will support all work at the ECON com-
mission related to monitor the development of
the situation.

ENVE: Shaping the Green Deal from the bottom up is 2021 top priority
by Andries Gryffroy, EA group’s ENVE coordinator

Following the adoption of the 2021-2027
Multiannual Financial Framework, 2021 will be
marked by the adoption of legislative proposals
which will put the EU on track to meet climate
and energy goals.

The European Commission “Fit for 55 package”
will cover several areas, from buildings to renew-
able energy and energy efficiency, emission trad-
ing, to name just a few.

Following up on the opinion on the regional as-
sessment of the Green Deal, the EA group will con-
tinue advocating for a bottom up approach in the

implementation of the Green Deal, calling for sys-
tematic participation of LRAs in the design and
implementation of national energy and climate
plans as well as in Recovery and Resilience Plans.

The transition to a climate neutrality will happen
only through engagement of subnational govern-
ments and when their actions and contributions
are fully taken into account.

Ahead of 2021 COP in Glasgow, we intend to
promote the essential role of local and regional
authorities in “bridging” the emissions gap and
meeting global climate goals.

Mr Andries Gryffroy

NAT: Post-pandemic recovery is a priority and it must include our rural areas

by Dariusz Strugata, EA Group’s NAT co

Mr Dariusz Strugata

The pandemic has changed our lives profound-
ly. COVID-19 has created uncertainty and stress
for all of us. At the moment, in NAT commission
we are dealing with several opinions due to be
adopted in 2021 and linked with different health
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issues. The COVID-19 crisis has put public health
higher on our agenda.

The pandemic has added an additional dimen-
sion and urgency to the ambition for a rural
revival in regions across the European Union.
Rural areas, towns and villages have been dec-
imated by the reduction of demand for agri-
cultural products with the closure of bars and
restaurants as well as the demise of tourism
across the EU. They have also been more vul-
nerable as they have limited access to medical
centres, hospitals and transport, as well as poor
or non-existent access to internet. The digital
divide has especially impacted education and
business. In order to increase the attractive-
ness of rural, mountainous and island areas as

a place to live and work, it is necessary to boost
their recovery by better coordinating Common
Agricultural Policy, ESI funds the Recovery
and Resilience Facility and other relevant EU
financing programmes.

The CoR has for a long time asked for the needs
ofrural areas and areas with specific geograph-
ic conditions to be recognised and addressed by
a proper EU policy. We had an opportunity to
call for Rural Agenda last year and as a Repre-
sentative of the biggest local Polish association
of rural areas I am very happy to see the real
interest now from European Commission to
deliver it. The local authorities are waiting the
concreate proposal from the European Com-
mission in 2021.



SEDEC: Research, Innovation and Social Economy are the answers to the post-pandemic crisis
by Mikel Irujo Amezaga, EA group’s SEDEC coordinator

=

Mr Mikel Irujo

Given the challenges we faced in 2020, it is obvious
that this year will be all about recovery and stream-

lining various policy initiatives in order to help
different sectors of our economy recover from the
pandemic and build resilience for the future.

It is clear that research and innovation have a cru-
cial role to play both in addressing the pandemic
and mitigating its consequences. As a group, and
for me personally, we will continue lobbying for
a greater involvement of regions in the initiatives
which aim to promote and support innovation in
the EU. In this regard, we will continue highlighting
the importance of smart specialization strategies
and regional innovation ecosystems and fostering
interregional cooperation.

As the rapporteur on the forthcoming EU Action
Plan on Social Economy, [ will work hard to ensure
that this ever more important sector receives due
recognition in EU policies and that people who run
and work in the 2 million social economy enter-
prises in Europe have better access to funding and
training and less regulatory obstacles.

Finally, as a group we have always been fierce sup-
porters of cultural and especially linguistic diversi-
ty in the EU. Therefore, we will continue advocating
agreater recognition and promotion of Europe’s lin-
guistic diversity, especially of its regional languages.

Mikel Irujo appointed rapporteur on the EU Action Plan on Social Economy

At the SEDEC commission meeting held on 25 No-
vember 2020, members appointed Mikel Irujo, Direc-
tor-General for External Action of the Government of
Navarre as CoR rapporteur on the outlook opinion
on the new European Action Plan on Social Economy.

There are 2 million social economy enterprises
in Europe, representing 10% of all businesses in

the EU and employing more than 11 million peo-
ple - about 6% of the EU’s employees. Common
challenges all these enterprises face include ac-
cess to finance, low degree of recognition, vary-
ing regulatory environments across the EU and
alack of entrepreneurial skills.

The Action Plan will be adopted in the fourth quar-
ter of 2021 and is expected to serve as a far-reaching
instrument that will bring the social economy into
the socio-economic policies of the European Union.

The first exchange of views on Mr Irujo’s opinion will
take place at the SEDEC meeting on 17 February 2021.

CoR members adopt EA opinions on Green Deal and Rural Revival

During the 141st plenary session of the European
Committee of the Regions, held between 8 and 10 De-
cember 2020, members adopted with an overwhelm-
ing majority the opinions of two EA group members.

The opinion on a German Presidency referral
“The impact of climate change in regions: an as-
sessment of the Green Deal”, prepared by member

of the Flemish Parliament Mr Andries Gryffroy
underlines the potential of the European Green
Deal to achieve climate neutrality but at the same
time points out that, in order to be successful, it
needs to put regions and cities at its core and be
flexible enough to take into account different spe-
cificities and local circumstances across the EU.

EA group’s Primary Schools Competition 2020

The 13th consecutive year of the EA group’s
drawing competition for children aged from 6
to 12 years presented us all with rather difficult
circumstances.

In spite of all the problems and disruption
caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, a total of 17
schools from 9 member states have taken part
this year. The young age of the children has not
prevented them from clearly seeing the issues
facing the European Union in the future.
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The theme of the competition, ‘My region, my Eu-
rope’ has prompted the children across Europe
to enthusiastically give much thought to all kinds
of subjects including their cultural heritage, the
preservation of the environment, their identity
as Europeans and the role of the European Union,
all expressed visually in the beautiful artworks.

Among the main themes across all regions we
see a huge concern for the environment, ideas
for recycling in Ireland and the preservation of
the vast forests of Lithuania.

Leitrim County Councillor Enda Stenson drafted
an opinion on an EU Strategy for Rural Revival
which outlines a vision to create rural areas
where people could live, work, raise a family and
grow old with dignity and self-sufficiency.

EA group Secretariat - European Committee of the Regions:
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Resilience and solidarity are key in months ahead

Resilience and solidarity, more so than ever
before, are needed across the EU in the next
few months as European regions and cit-
ies continue the massive task of organising
vaccination programmes. It is apt that this
is happening in spring, the season of new
beginnings, the season of growth and, with
that, hope.

The battle with the pandemic is, of course,
not over yet and there are still many chal-
lenges ahead of us. In the first place, we need
to find a fine balance between, on the one
hand, the measures we need to take to limit
the spreading of the virus as much as possi-
ble, and on the other, the strong need of many
of our businesses to go back to work and the
long-awaited wish of our citizens to go back
to normal life and to enjoy their social life
and freedom of movement.

We also need to look towards recovery and
ensure that it is felt across all sectors of so-
ciety. It is our belief that regional and local
government needs to be to the forefront of
national recovery and resilience plans.

As a group we have organised events focus-
sing on the challenges of recovery in the post
pandemic period. Most recently we have ex-
plored the impact on tourism and on region-
al airports. Our members are continuing to
focus on topics ranging from green recovery
to rural revival, from smart specialisation
to SME development, from Cohesion Policy
to urban policy - to name but a few. We will
continue pushing these positive priorities for
the benefit of our regions.

Cllr Kieran McCarthy

As a group, we have also being a strong ad-
vocate of the importance of cross-border
co-operation. The PEACE programme is vital
to ensure cross-community project develop-
ment in Northern Ireland and to avoid a hard
border on the island of Ireland. This is the
reason why in February we organised a very
interesting event “Preserving ‘PEACE’ on the
island of Ireland” with Gina McIntyre, which
we will cover more in this newsletter.

Finally, we hope to see the launch of the Con-
ference on the Future of Europe on 9 May.
We commit to be actively involved with this
process and in particular ensure that it leads
to real benefits and tangible outcomes for the
local and regional government and citizens.
It needs to be a truly bottom up approach
and our enthusiastic group are best placed to
provide clear and understandable input into
the discussions.

Stay safe to everyone,

Kieran
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Mikel Irujo appointed Minister of Economic and Business Development of Navarre

On 4 February, our SEDEC commission
coordinator Mikel Irujo Amezaga was ap-
pointed Minister of Economic and Business
Development in the Government of Navarre.

Mr Irujo has rich academic and profes-
sional experience in politics and European
affairs. In addition to holding a PhD in Eu-
ropean law and doing additional postgrad-
uate studies in Brussels, he has also served
as a Member of the European Parliament,
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Head of the Delegation of Navarre in Brus-
sels and Director General for Foreign Ac-
tion in the Government of Navarre.

Mr Irujo has been a member of the CoR since
2016 and during this time drafted opinions
on several topics, including Smart Speciali-
sation Strategies (RIS3) and regional inno-
vation. He is currently doing a report on the
future EU Action Plan on Social Economy.

Mr Mikel Irujo Amezaga




"In these turbulent times of uncertainty due to BREXIT, it is worth paying attention to the
successes of the PEACE and Interreg programmes and what they have achieved in Ireland,

Northern Ireland and beyond."

Cllr Kieran McCarthy, president of the EA group
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Moldovan local authorities call for greater cooperation with the CoR

Ms Tatiana Badan

During the EA Group meeting held on 27 Jan-
uary 2021, and upon the invitation by Mr Emil
Draghici, mayor of Vulcana-Bdi and president
of the Association of Communes of Roma-

nia (ACOR), EA members hosted president of
Congress of Local Authorities from Moldova
(CALM), Ms Tatiana Badan.

Ms Badan presented local authorities from the
Republic of Moldova as the most faithful and
stable promoters of European democratic and
cultural values, explained, in her words, both
by the Romanian cultural identity in this terri-
tory and, in recent years, the awareness of the
beneficial impact of direct European invest-
ments in the development of the country and of
local communities.

During her speech, Ms Badan called for great-
er cooperation with the European Committee
of the Regions in promoting local democracy,
decentralization and development. “We are
confident that EU partner / associated coun-

tries, especially the Republic of Moldova, will
benefit significantly from the Committee of the
Regions’ greater involvement in the complex
issues of decentralized cooperation, Europe-
an programs and funds for local governments,
cooperation and development policies, local
democracy, autonomy and decentralization,”
she said.

She also strongly called for the need to recog-
nize and treat local communities from the Re-
public of Moldova as a complementary part of
the Romanian and European value and cultural
space and explained that “over 80% of the pop-
ulation of the Republic of Moldova speak Ro-
manian and most have European citizenship:
through Romania, Bulgaria, Portugal, the Czech
Republic, Italy and others.”

Green Deal: Investments must not harm climate and environmental objectives,

says Jozsef Kobor

On 15 February, during the 4th meeting of
the Committee of the Regions’ Green Deal
Working Group, Mr Jézsef Kébor, city coun-
cillor of Pecs, Hungary, underlined the need
for EU investments to fully meet EU climate
and environmental objectives.

“We have to support the decarbonisation
process of our regions and cities while en-
suring that EU investments and measures
enable us to shift to clear sources of energy
without undermining our efforts to achieve
climate and environmental goals. More de-
centralisation is necessary to make sure

resources are targeted to the cities and re-
gions’ needs,” Said Mr Kdbor.

He also stressed that investments in rail
should have priority, in the context of the
European Year of Rail, including reinstating
local and regional routes and historical links.

During the meeting, representatives of the
European Commission’s DG GROW and DG
REGIO outlined respectively the initiatives
“Intelligent Cities Challenge”, that supports
local and regional authorities in developing
Local Green Deals, and the “Just Transition
Mechanism”, a flagship instrument which
will provide significant financial support to

Mr Jézsef Kébor

the territories and people most exposed by
the transition towards climate neutrality.

Subsidiarity: CoR participation in High level Better Regulation body crucial to
improve EU legislation, said Karl Vanlouwe

Mr Karl Vanlouwe

On 11 February, Karl Vanlouwe, member of the
Flemish Parliament and first vice president of
the European Alliance Group took part in the
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Committee of the Regions’ Subsidiarity Steer-
ing Group meeting. At the meeting members
discussed the follow up of the Subsidiarity Task
Force’s recommendations and CoR participa-
tion in the High level Group on Better Regula-
tion, Fit for Future Platform which advises the
European Commission on efforts to simplify EU
laws and reduce related unnecessary costs.

During the discussion, Mr Vanlouwe recalled the
important role of regions with legislative pow-
ers in the EU decision making process.

“We have to grasp the opportunity of being
included in the Fit for Future platform to chan-
nel the experience of regions, and make sure

EU legislation is fit for purpose. Many regions
hold legislative powers and are autonomous in
many respects. In Belgium, for instance Flem-
ish Parliament is on equal footing with the
Federal Parliament and this has to be take into
account in EU legislation.

During the meeting, members also discussed the
future activities of RegHub, a network of region-
ally and locally based public officials that evalu-
ates the implementation of EU policies and the
2021 European Commission work programme.
The Steering Group identified the priority files
that will be scrutinised in relation to their rele-
vance for local and regional authorities from a
subsidiarity and proportionality perspective.
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EA group organises a webinar on the PEACE programme on the island of Ireland

“Preserving PEACE on the island of Ireland” webinar

“Peace cannot be taken for granted, it is some-
thing we need to work with”; “bringing com-
munities together”; “Peace is fragile, it needs
repeating, it needs encouragement and it needs
the commitment which has been given by the UK
and Irish government and strongly supported
by the EU". These were some of the views pre-
sented by Gina McIntyre the CEO of the Special
EU Programmes body in a webinar held by the
European Alliance group in the European Com-
mittee of the Regions on Wednesday, 24 Febru-
ary. The webinar gathered representatives of
local and regional authorities from across the
EU, members of the European Parliament as well
as representatives of the EU institutions and re-
gional representations in Brussels.

The European Alliance Group President Cllr Ki-
eran McCarthy introduced Ms McIntyre stress-
ing the positive societal and economic benefits
the work of healing communities after the Good
Friday agreement has brought to the island of
Ireland. “In these turbulent times of uncertain-
ty due to BREXIT”, he added, “it is worth paying
attention to the successes of the PEACE and In-
terreg programs and what they have achieved
in Ireland, Northern Ireland and beyond”.

Ms McIntyre’s presentation focused on
cross-community projects including in thea-
tre, sports, education and sharing public spac-
es, which all focused on building a spirit which

transcends difference of religion or beliefs.

Karl Vanlouwe, a Member of the Flemish Par-
liament recalled CoR Conference of Presidents’
visitto the town of Newry and the border where
the only difference he noticed is his Gsm pro-
vider switching and the colour on the lines of
the road changing. he further expressed hopes
that the new deal with the UK will ensure there
is never a border on the island.

Concluding the event, Ms McIntyre highlight-
ed that the PEACE + would not only continue
to help communities but will also be hugely
important to ensure economic and social re-
covery post COVID19.

The Special EU Programmes Body is a
cross-border body in the United Kingdom
and Republic of Ireland which co-ordinates
projects funded by the European Union and
implemented in Northern Ireland and adja-
cent regions: the Border region of the Repub-
lic of Ireland, and Western Scotland.

The PEACE Programme in Northern Ire-
land is an EU structural funds programme
which aims at reinforcing progress towards
a peaceful and stable society, and promoting
reconciliation in Northern Ireland and the
Border Region of Ireland. The Programme
falls under the European Territorial Cooper-
ation goal. In its proposals on the post-2020
cohesion regulations, the Commission has
put forward the idea of continuing the PEACE
(‘PEACE Plus’) programme which should be
managed in an integrated manner with the
UK’s contribution being integrated into it as
external assigned revenue.

Maupertuis: Innovative models for sustainable tourism and agriculture on
islands are key to counter devastating effects of climate change and preserve

economic activities

On 22 February, the Euro Mediterranean Re-
gional and Local Assembly (ARLEM) plenary
took place virtually in the presence of Secre-
tary General of the Union for the Mediterrane-
an Mr Nasser Kamel.

During the meeting, Ms Marie-Antoinette
Maupertuis, EA Group vice president and
member of the Executive Council of Corsi-
ca stressed that negative effects of climate
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change are greater on islands like Corsica,
where tourism, agriculture and small-scale
fisheries sectors, which play a crucial role in
the local economy, are under serious threat.
“We need to build up on the islands’ potential
as laboratories for circular economy to devise
new innovative models for sustainable tour-
ism and agriculture in order to protect envi-
ronment and local businesses while ensuring
social cohesion”, she said.

Ms Nanette Maupertuis



Karl Vanlouwe appointed rapporteur on the EU Counter-Terrorism Agenda

During the 6th meeting of the CIVEX com-
mission, held on 16 February, our first vice
presidentand member of the Flemish Parlia-
ment, Karl Vanlouwe was appointed rappor-
teur on the EU Counter-Terrorism Agenda
2020 - 2025.

The Agenda is part of the EU Security Union
Strategy for 2020 to 2025 and builds on the

existing measures to deny terrorists the
means to carry out attacks and to strength-
en resilience against the terrorist threat.

It is shaped around four aims: identify-
ing vulnerabilities and building capacity
to anticipate threats; preventing attacks
by addressing radicalisation; promoting
security by design and reducing vulner-

abilities to protect cities and people; and
stepping up operational support, prosecu-
tion and victims’ rights to better respond
to attacks.

Mr Vanlouwe’s opinion will be discussed
at the CIVEX meeting on 11 May and dur-
ing the Committee of the Regions’ October
plenary session.

Markauskas: EU support has strengthened Lithuanian agriculture, but one
does not need to sit on the laurels
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Klaipéda District Municipality

Almost 17 years ago, in 2004, Lithuanians sup-
ported EU membership in a referendum. It is
quite clear today that the decision was right
and needed. Positive developments are visi-
ble in all areas and regions of the country, as
well as in agriculture. The Klaipéda district, of
which [ am the mayor, alone received almost
EUR 300 million from the budget of the Euro-
pean Union and Lithuania during the years.

It has enabled our farmers to modernise
their farms, increase their capacity, become
competitive and modern. Some dairy farms
could robotise the milking process, some
were subsidised to purchase new tractors,
many others to buy machinery needed to
work on the ground. The cultivation of cere-
als has more than doubled, with some farms
reaching as much as 10 tonnes per hectare.
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EU support has also contributed signifi-
cantly to the development of villages. The
LEADER programme funded around 40
different projects from rural communi-
ties and non-governmental organisations.
Public spaces, parks, community houses in
Priekulé, Weivirzénai, Dovilai and many
other towns in our district have been con-
structed and new, non-agricultural jobs
have been created in the villages of Brozi,
Dhighai, Dreverna and others.

As a farmer and a former Lithuanian Minis-
ter for Agriculture and I am fully aware of
this. I must recognise that agriculture, and
rural areas in general are still facing many
challenges, both in Lithuania and in our
neighbourhood. The depopulation due to
migration out of rural areas has led to a situ-

ation where more than one third of farmers
are over the age of 65 and the average size
of farms in the district is just 7, 63 hectares.

[ believe that the reform of the Common Ag-
ricultural Policy for the period 2020-2027
should contribute to addressing these prob-
lems. Farmers in our neighbourhood are
well aware of the importance of the Green
Deal and biodiversity for the future of Eu-
rope and the world. But to do that, it is nec-
essary to put in place financial instruments
and ensure proper consultation of farmers
and rural populations.

We cannot run the risk of Europe becoming
dependent on food imports from third coun-
tries, the EU must remain an exporter of ag-
ricultural products. I also do not agree with
the cuts in the Cohesion Fund as the lack of
development of civil engineering infrastruc-
ture in rural areas makes these areas unat-
tractive to investors.

Mr Bronius Markauskas
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The conference on the future of the
EU needs to embrace citizens’ views

Cllr Kieran McCarthy

On the 9th May we will celebrate Eu-
rope day which is also the 70th anni-
versary of the Schuman declaration
which is the basis of the European
Union we have today. When Ireland
joined the European Communities in
1973, few people could foresee that it
will evolve in the union we have today.
This sense of community needs to be
the centrepiece of the conference on
the future of the EU. The conference
cannot be a top down exercise but a

real participatory mechanism which
embraces the needs of the citizens
whether they are in Cork or Corsica;
in Brussels or Biatystok. Local and
regional authorities can build bridges
between the EU institutions and the
citizen and [ hope the European Com-
mittee of the Regions can be pivotal in
these discussions.

As vaccinations roll out we need to
look towards the recovery in our com-
munities and allowing people a step
towards normal life. This is why we
welcome the Digital Green Certificate
as a step to allow European citizens
to visit family and friends in different
regions or allow business to recover, in
particular in our tourism sector.

The Next Generation EU is now avail-
able for boosting our recovery, this
needs to be made available to finance
local projects. This is how we will en-
sure local sustainable and green jobs
which will help the social and econom-
ic development of our cities, villages
and local communities. The CoR is a
willing partner to make this happen.

EA
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Finally, after a long way, there is light
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#HoldFirm and #Staysafe,

Kieran

Let’s get Europe vaccinated and restore confidence

The European Alliance Group and its
members fully support the European
vaccination campaign as one of the key
ways of reopening Europe and ensuring
recovery in our regions, cities, villag-
es and rural communes. The objective
of the European Committee of the Re-
gions’ campaign is to join communica-
tion efforts and tackle vaccine hesitancy
through a coordinated and multilingual
outreach by the CoR members towards
citizens.

European Committee
of the Regions

The European Alliance group wishes to
see all regions having proportional and
timely access to vaccines which will
benefit rural areas and capital cities
equally. Our members are committed
to getting Europe’s regions back to re-
covery as quickly as possible. Please get
involved and promote the safe vaccines
which have been approved using the
following social media hashtags: #Safe-
Vaccines, #VaccinesWork and #Stay-
Safe.

“I did it! For
our patients,
for our
citizens, for
our common
lifel"
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"Every working person has a right to a decent living from their work. A common EU framework
for the calculation of the minimum wage would help reverse depopulation trends in many
economically disadvantaged areas of Europe.”

EA

Cllr Declan McDonnell, Galway City Council European Alliance

EA and EFA presidents discuss joint approach
on the Conference on the Future of Europe

Clir Kieran McCarthy and Ms Lorena Lépez de Lacalle

On 16 March, our president Kieran Mc-
Carthy held a meeting with the president
of the European Free Alliance party, Ms
Lorena Lépez de Lacalle to discuss a joint
approach on the Conference on the Fu-
ture of Europe.

The presidents agreed to coordinate
work on the Conference in the Europe-
an Committee of the Regions, European
Parliament and other relevant fora and
promote our shared values and princi-
ples based on the respect for self-deter-

mination, multilingualism, gender equal-
ity, increased citizen participation in EU
decision-making and more devolution of
powers to local and regional levels.

EA group members are already active in
the debates on the Conference. Cllr De-
clan McDonnell’s proposal to establish
a permanent mechanism for a dialogue
with citizens was endorsed unanimous-
ly by the CoR plenary session in October
2020, while Karl Vanlouwe has been very
vocal in insisting that the Conference
must lead to an open and in-depth de-
bate on subsidiarity, proportionality, ef-
ficiency and role of the regions in the EU.
At the same time, J6zsef Kobor, insisted
on the pan-European character of the
Conference and called for the inclusion
of local and regional authorities and cit-
izens from the enlargement countries in
relevant debates.

Rural areas should not be left behind in the recovery plans

Cllr Enda Stenson

At the start of the Rural Vision Week,
members of the NAT Commission of
the Committee of the Regions have ex-
pressed concern that rural areas may
benefit less from the European Union’s
plans to help rebuild a post-COVID-19
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Europe that is greener, more digital
and more resilient. This statement is
supported by the European Parlia-
ment’s Intergroup on Rural, Mountain-
ous and Remote Areas & Smart Villag-
es, which strongly rejects any plan that
does not follow the partnership prin-
ciple and associates rural areas in the
drafting.

The pandemic is serving to exacerbate
many of the already existing prob-
lems in rural areas and highlighted
once more the vulnerability of these
regions, notably in terms of digital ca-
pacity, quality and delivery of health
services, education, access to broad-
band, specific needs of the population,
resilience of distribution chains, and
innovation skills. A clear strategy is
needed to avoid recovery plans wors-
ening the gap between lagging rural
communities and urban areas acceler-
ating towards sustainability and digi-
talisation. Otherwise, we risk missing

a key economic and social growth op-
portunity for the whole Union as well
as losing the consensus of future gen-
erations in the largest part of EU ter-
ritories.

“The European institutions have to ad-
equately fund the revival of rural areas
- post Covid-19. Living in the North
West of Ireland and being a full time
farmer [ have experienced the devasta-
tion that Covid-19 has imposed in rural
areas, particularly in the hospitality,
tourism, health and food sectors. We
need further investment in critical in-
frastructure and job creation opportu-
nities to bridge the gap between rural
and Urban areas”, said Cllr Enda Sten-
son, Member of Leitrim County Council
and CoR Rapporteur on Smart Rural
Areas and the Rural Agenda during
the main Plenary Session of the Rural
Vision Week representing the CoR po-
sition.”
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Gryffroy and McCarthy appointed Covenant of Mayors
ambassadors to promote climate action locally

Mr Andries Gryffroy

On April 21st, the Covenant of May-
ors organized a signing ceremony in
order to promote the new Covenant to
a wider audience and to renew their
signatories’ commitment in relation to
climate action.

The European Commission decided
to create, in addition to the Political
Board, a second chamber with the
aim of including a national angle to
the work of the Covenant. The CoR has
appointed 27 members for this Cham-
ber, one per Member State to promote
and reinforce the Covenant of Mayors

Karl Vanlouwe’s opinion on counter-
terrorism to be adopted at CIVEX

On 11 May, CoR members will convene
for the 8th meeting of the Commis-
sion for Citizenship, Governance, In-
stitutional & External Affairs (CIVEX)
where they will debate the draft opin-
ion on the EU Counter-Terrorism Agen-
da, prepared by our first vice president
Karl Vanlouwe, member of the Flemish
Parliament.

Mr Mikel Irujo

Newsletter

Building on the existing legislation and
measures, the Agenda, published by
the European Commission in Decem-
ber 2020, announces future proposals
and actions to be taken by the Com-
mission, member states and local and
regional authorities in order to antic-
ipate, prevent, and ensure protection
and adequate response to terrorist
threats.

initiative in their own Member State,
while enhancing role of regions, town
and cities, in cooperation with the Eu-
ropean Commission, the Covenant of
Mayors Office and the National Associ-
ations, when relevant.

Kieran McCarthy, European Alliance
Group President and Cork city council-
lor, and Andries Gryffroy, EA coordina-
tor in the ENVE commission and mem-
bers of the Flemish Parliament, have
been appointed respectively Covenant
Ambassadors for Ireland and Belgium.

Mr Karl Vanlouwe

SEDEC adopts Irujo’s opinion on
EU Social Economy Action Plan

On 22 April, members of the CoR’s
Commission for Social Policy, Educa-
tion, Employment, Research and Cul-
ture (SEDEC) adopted Mr Mikel Irujo’s
draft opinion on the future EU Action
Plan for Social Economy.

This outlook opinion sets out a num-
ber of concrete proposals to take into

account in the Action Plan which the
Commission has committed the pub-
lishing by the end of this year, stress-
ing that harnessing the full potential of
social economy enterprises and organ-
isations can ensure economic recovery,
promote collective entrepreneurship
and create high-quality jobs in the EU.
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Tadeusz Truskolaski appointed CoR’s
rapporteur on Competition Policy

During the last ECON meeting, which
took place on the 20th of April, members
agreed to nominate Mr Tadeusz Trusko-
laski, EA Coordinator and the Mayor of
Biatystok (Poland) as the Rapporteur on
the EC Report on Competition Policy 2020.
Competition policy is of particular interest
this year as state aid rules have been dras-
tically relaxed, albeit temporarily, in an

attempt to mitigate the devastating eco-
nomic effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.
A possible consequence of this is that the
differences between richer and poorer re-
gions may have further increased, as rich-
er regions have had the financial means
support businesses to a greater extent
than poorer regions.

Mr Tadeusz Truskolaski

“We need to build on the legacies of Bauhaus which still
echo throughout Europe”, says Kieran McCarthy

On 14 April, our president Cllr Kieran Mc-
Carthy took part in a high-level debate
“The New European Bauhaus and its terri-
torial dimension” with Ms Mariya Gabriel,
European Commissioner for Innovation,
Research, Culture, Education and Youth
and Ms Elisa Ferreira, European Commis-
sioner for Cohesion and Reforms.

In a passionate speech evoking the power
of culture and cultural movements to stir
emotions, Cllr McCarthy stressed the im-

portance of local and regional govern-
ments as the gate-keepers, a key guardian
to unlocking the spirit of culture.

“If we wish to emulate or reinvent a cul-
tural movement from 100 years ago, we all
need to understand more of the heritage of
the Bauhaus movement, its actual moving
parts, narrative and its legacies,” he said.

As the CoR rapporteur on the EU Urban
Agenda, Cllr McCarthy evoked his work on

the New Leipzig Charter and the legacy of
the Bauhaus movement he could recognize
in the productive city concept. “The Bau-
haus movement still has echoes within the
EU and we need to build on it,” he noted,
adding that the EU and CoR flagship pro-
jects such as Urban Agenda partnerships,
Urbact, Interreg, Horizon Europe, Re-
gHubs and the Cohesion Alliance, to name
a few, should all be used as strong founda-
tions in developing the revived Bauhaus in
Europe.

Green deal working group discussed role of local authorities
in delivering global sustainable development agenda

On 29 April, the CoR’s Green Deal Working
Group held a discussion on the role of local
authorities in promoting the EU Green
Deal and delivering the global 2030 Sus-
tainable Development Agenda.

The Organisation for Economic Co-oper-
ation and Development (OECD) estimates
that 65% of the 169 targets of the 17 Sus-
tainable Development Goals (SDGs) can-
not be reached without coordinating with
local and regional authorities.

Highlighting the positive experiences of
Catalonia and Flanders that have adopted
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strategies and plans to achieve the 2030
targets, our member J6zsef Kébor (Pecs
City Council, Hungary), said that more
needs to be done to raise awareness about
SDGs at the local level and that municipali-
ties must be supported in their implemen-
tation efforts.

Speaking about Europe’s climate ambition
and the upcoming COP26 global summit,
Mr Kébor reiterated the EA Group’s call
for locally-determined contributions to be
integrated into the nationally-determined
contributions (NDCs) and stressed that

the EU must support investments in ener-
gy sources that are unquestionably green
and not harmful to the environment.
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Let’s grasp

the opportunity

of the Conference
on the Future of
Euroije to create

a real bridge to our
regions and citizens

As one of the privileged eighteen
members appointed by the European
Committee of the Regions to the
plenary session of the Conference on
the Future of Europe, I feel that this is
our once in a generation opportunity
to really open up and map the course
of the EU which is reflective and
reactive to those we represent in our
regions and cities. Whether we live in
an island or a city, a mountain or near
ariver we all have a view and this view
needs to shape our Europe of diverse
cultures, languages and regions. Over
the next year, our group commit to
reaching out, listening and bringing
this message to the Conference and
hopefully we can see the results as we
reach its conclusion next Europe Day.

We also welcome the Recovery and Re-
silience Facility as a start to the recov-

Nanette Maupertuis:

July edition
2021
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Kieran McCarthy

ery post-Covid-19, but we repeat once
again that this must be implemented
at a regional and local level. If we want
true bottom-up recovery it can never be
achieved with a top down process. I call
on all the national governments to keep
this in mind when putting the national
plans into regional action.

Can we also step back and thank all the
front-line workers, the researchers and
everyone involved in the vaccination
campaign. I truly believe that we are
seeing light at the end of the tunnel
and I hope that our recovery will be
sustainable, fair and that we see a
summer of health and happiness to all
our readers.

Keep the faith, hold firm,

Kieran

There can be no cohesion without
cooperation across borders

During the July plenary session, the
European Committee of the Regions
will adopt a resolution on the future
of cross-border cooperation. The
resolution, which also aims to
contribute to the discussions in the
Conference on the Future of Europe

European Committee
of the Regions

builds on the results of a recent public
consultation organised by the CoR in
cooperation with the European Cross
Border Citizens Alliance.

In the run-up to the plenary session,
Ms Nanette Maupertuis, the European
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"Conference on the Future of Europe, I feel that this is our once in a generation opportunity
to really open up and map the course of the EU which is reflective and reactive to those we

represent in our regions and cities."

Cllr Kieran McCarthy, president of the EA Group

Alliance group Vice President and
coordinator in the COTER commission,
who was also rapporteur on the
opinion on the European Territorial
Cooperation programme 2021-2027
underlined the high added value
of cross-border cooperation as an
essential element of the European
project.

“Territorial cooperation and particu-
larly cross-border cooperation has a
very strong symbolic value for Europe.
There can be no cohesion if there is no
chance to cooperate across borders, if

companies, researchers, students and
young people are unable to exchange,
strengthen links, share knowledge and
expertise. The EU needs a long term
vision to support cooperation along
land and maritime borders in order to
strengthen economic social and terri-
torial cohesion”, she added.

In light of border closures which se-
verely impacted cross-border regions
during the Covid-19 pandemic, the CoR
is calling on the European Commission
to present a proposal for maintaining
land and maritime cross-border coop-

EA members at the Conference on
the Future of Europe plenary

Local and regional authorities are part
of the foundations of the European
Union and to ensure that we build
and deliver on behalf of the citizens in
every village, mountain, island and city
we have to have strong voices in the
Conference on the Future of Europe.

EA Group president and Cork City
councillor Kieran McCarthy, as well
as our two vice presidents, Karl
Vanlouwe, member of the Flemish
Parliament, and Nanette Maupertuis,

member of the Executive Council of
Corsica will be among the delegates
at the Conference>s plenaries. They
have all committed to work with other
participants in the Conference across
regions and the EU institutions to
ensure results are delivered.

We would also like to congratulate our
friends from the European Parliament:
Jordi Solé, President of the European
Free Alliance, and Ms Assita Kanko
MEP on their nominations. We will be

EA
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eration even in case of major EU crisis
to ensure the delivery of cross-bor-
der public services and guarantee the
smooth functioning of the single mar-
ket and the Schengen area. Moreover,
the CoR calls on the European Union to
cooperate with its Member States and
local and regional authorities in pro-
moting the development of function-
al living areas in land and maritime
cross-border areas of the European
Union and focus its future funding op-
portunities and policies on those areas.

Kieran McCarthy

in contact to work with our colleagues
in the European Parliament delivering
for the regions and nations of Europe.

EA members discuss post-pandemic recovery
in Western Balkans and Turkey

After a year of disruptions caused
by the Covid-19 pandemic, European
Committee of the Regions is again
intensifying dialogue and cooperation
with local and regional authorities
in the Western Balkans and Turkey.
In a series of online meetings during
the month of June, EA members have
discussed the role of local and regional
authorities in the EU accession
process and post-pandemic recovery
with their peers from the region. In

addition, members have agreed the
work programmes and priorities of
the joint consultative committees and
working groups for cooperation with
the Western Balkan countries during
the forthcoming 5-year period.

This round of dialogues with culminate
in the annual Enlargement Day, which
will this year be organised on 13 July
and gather a number of high level
guests from EU institutions and the
region.

EA members active in cooperation with
the Western Balkans and Turkey are
Andries Gryffroy (Joint Consultative
Committee CoR - North Macedonia),
Declan McDonnell (Joint Consultative
Committee CoR - Serbia), J6zsef Kébor
(Working Group on Turkey), Bronius
Markauskas (Joint Consultative Com-
mittee CoR - Montenegro) and Milo-
slav Repasky (Working Group on the
Western Balkans).
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Bronius Markauskas appointed CoR rapporteur on
Sustainable Blue Economy and Aquaculture

During the NAT meeting which took
place online on 20 May 2021, members
agreed to appoint Mr Bronius Markau-
skas, EA member and Mayor of Klaipé-
da (Lithuania) as the rapporteur on the
opinion on sustainable blue economy
and aquaculture.

The opinion will react to the European
Commission’s  recently  proposed
new approach to a sustainable blue
economy in the EU under which all
blue economy sectors, including
fisheries, aquaculture, coastal tourism,
maritime transport, portactivities and
shipbuilding will have to reduce their
environmental and climate impact.
Tackling the climate and biodiversity
crises requires healthy seas and a
sustainable use of their resources to
create alternatives to fossil fuels and
traditional food production.

On the same day, the Commission also
adopted new guidelines for a more
sustainable and competitive EU ag-
uaculture. These guidelines provide a
common vision for the further devel-
opment of aquaculture in a way that
contributes to the European Green
Deal and especially the “Farm to Fork”
strategy.

Mr Markauskas said that this is
very important subject for port
municipalityies such as Klaipeda on
the Lithuanian Baltic Sea coast. “As the
Mayor of Klaipeda I am happy that the
NAT members trusted me by giving me
the opportunity to draft this important
opinion. A sustainable blue economy is
essential to achieving the objectives of
the European Green Deal and ensuring
a green and inclusive recovery from
the pandemic. And promoting EU
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sustainable aquaculture as an example
oflocal production linked to short food
circuits also plays an important role
in diversifying and adding value to EU
aquaculture production”.

Mikel Irujo’s opinion on the future EU Action Plan for
Social Economy to be adopted at the CoR plenary

During the 145" plenary session of the
European Committee of the Regions,
which will be held from 30 June to
2 July, members are due to adopt Mikel
Irujo’s opinion on the future EU Action
Plan for Social Economy.

The European Commission has com-
mitted to present a Social Economy
Action Plan in the fourth quarter of
2021 as a far-reaching instrument that
will create an environment for the
social economy to thrive in the Euro-
pean Union. In this outlook opinion,
Mr Irujo, Minister of Economic and
Business Development of Navarre and
EA coordinator for the SEDEC com-
mission, outlines the main suggestions
and expectations of local and regional
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authorities which should feed into the
plan.

In his opinion, Mr Irujo argues that
harnessing the full potential of social
economy enterprises and organisa-
tions is a way to ensure economic re-
covery, promote collective entrepre-
neurship and create high-quality jobs.
He outlines a number of concrete pro-
posals for the future Action Plan in the
domains of training and education,
incorporation of social economy into
other policy areas, promotion of fi-
nancing and other support measures,
and others.

The draft opinion was adopted at
the SEDEC commission meeting on
22 April.



Building renovation is the key to
ensure a sustainable recovery and
create new jobs in our regions and
cities says Andries Gryffroy

On 27 May 2021, Andries Gryffroy,
European Alliance group coordinator
in the ENVE commission and member
of the Flemish Parliament took part
in a multilevel energy and climate
dialogue on the Renovation Wave
which also saw the participation of
representatives of Member States,
the European Commission and the
European Parliament.

Participantshad a chancetodiscussthe
role of local and regional authorities
in the Renovation Wave, the EU
flagship initiative aiming to double the
renovation rate by 2030 by renovating
35 million buildings in the coming

decade, as well as include building
renovation investments in National
Recovery and Resilience Plans.

“The cheapest energy is the energy you
don’t consume. The best thing we can
do regarding energy is to for example
insulate our homes as best we can so
that as little energy as possible is lost.
Therefore, renovating residential and
non-residential buildings is a strong
tool to achieve short- and long-term
climate goals,” Mr Gryffroy said.

“Investing in building renovation is
also the key to ensure a sustainable
recovery and create new jobs in our re-

Andries Gryffroy

gions and cities. | am certainly pleased
thatmy ownregion, Flanders,has made
renovation a spearhead initiative.
With the long-term renovation strate-
gy, Flanders is committed to renovate
almost 3 million homes (96,5 housing
stock) by 2050 and thus reduce ener-
gy consumption while making sure the
transition to a climate neutral Europe
is affordable for business and citizens”.

EA Group to organise seminar on Revival of Town Centres at
the 2021 Edition of the European Week of Regions and Cities

On 12 October, in the context of the
2021 edition of the European Week
of Regions and Cities, the European
Alliance Group will organise a seminar
“Best practices of revitalizing town
centres across EU regions”.
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Towns are undergoing a process of
deep transformation as a result of
globalisation and the Covid-19 crisis.

Speakers and participants across
different EU regions will discuss
ways to revive town centres through

19t

tailored policies and investments,
enabling small business to thrive
while ensuring high quality of life for
citizens. The seminar will also provide
the occasion to discuss the place of
town and city regeneration within the
national recovery plans.

EUROPEAN WEEK of
REGIONS and CITIES

Together for Recovery EIRILETRRENC:
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Stepping stones towards sustainable recovery
must include local and regional authorities

by ClIr Kieran McCarthy, President of the European Alliance Group.

Members of Committee of the Regions have
been at the front of fighting the pandemic
and are now on the frontline of local re-
covery plans. At any given CoR plenary
meetings, EA colleagues continue to raise
why EU funding must reach our local mu-
nicipalities.

The recent State of the Union address by
the European Commission President was a
tour de force speech on the EU’s place in the
world but I felt it was a missed opportunity
not to touch upon the role of LRAs and ulti-
mately the role of EU citizens. Results will
only be achieved by involving cities and re-
gions. We need more local involvement and
projects directed from the bottom up.

The same applies for achieving climate
change targets. With the advent of CoP
in Glasgow on the horizon we now need
to ensure that locally and regionally de-
termined contributions are included in
achieving targets.

Finally, the Conference on the Future of
Europe must really listen and act upon

ClIr Kieran McCarthy.

citizens’ concerns. Our group will contin-
ue to organise local dialogues with local
and regional government as well as other
institutions. So far we have held events in
Ireland and in Bastia, Corsica. It is only by
co-operating together and laying ‘stepping
stones’ for progress that we can make a
real difference.
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Revitalising town centres: EA Group to promote best practices across
EU regions in EWRC seminar

On 12 October in the context of the European
Week of Regions and Cities (EWRC) the Euro-
pean Alliance Group will organise a seminar
on best practises to revitalise town and city
centres across EU regions.

Many of these centres have lost their ‘focus
of activity’ and the pandemic has accelerated
the shift to e-commerce and digital economy.

The green and digital transitions supported
by the EU’s recovery plan and cohesion policy
provide an opportunity for the regeneration
and transformation of city and town centres.

Local and regional policy makers, experts
and practitioners will share examples of
good practices and discuss innovative pro-
posals that could further develop into an EU
policy for regenerating town and city centres.
Speakers include Minister of Economic Devel-
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opment of Navarra Mikel Irujo Amezaga, Marc
Hendrickx, Mechelen city councillor, Adri-
enne Rodgers, Cork City Director of Services,

19&. EUROPEAN WEEK of
REGIONS and CITIES

Exchange of experiances on urban regeneration
with examples from Mawvarra, Cork, Mechelan
and Biakystok

Community and culture, and Anna Rzosins-
ka, Director of the Town Planning Depart-
ment in Bialystok.




"Regions must have a stronger voice in the EU. Their role and competences must be respected,

including their identity, cultural and linguistic diversity. And the Conference on the Future of

Europe is an opportunity to do that.”

Karl Vanlouwe, member of the Flemish Parliament

EA Group holds
extraordinary meeting
to discuss Conference on
the Future of Europe

On 16 September, EA group held an extraor-
dinary meeting focused on the Conference
on the Future of Europe. The meeting gath-
ered representatives of the European Par-
liament, European political parties, civil
society, local authorities’ associations and
a number of local and regional politicians
from the EU and the United Kingdom.

Due to the diverse nature and background
of the speakers, the debate showcased how
the Conference is seen from different per-
spectives and corners of Europe, and pre-
sented the position of the European Parlia-
ment, civil society, pan-European political
parties, as well small rural communities
and local government associations.

The participants also discussed concrete

Mr Karl Vanlouwe

Markauskas’
opinion on
sustainable blue
economy and
aquaculture
adopted by NAT

On 17 September, the NAT commission
adopted the opinion on strategic guide-
lines for a more sustainable and competi-
tive EU aquaculture and blue economy by
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Some of the speakers at the EA group meeting on the Conference on the Future of Europe

channels and ways in which EA group and
like-minded entities can make our voices
heard in this crucial phase of the Confer-
ence on the Future of Europe.

The debate proved to be very pertinent as

Citizens Panels have just started discuss-
ing concrete proposals and the second ple-
nary (first to discuss thematic proposals)
is due at the end of October. European Al-
liance Group has 2 delegates to the Confer-
ence’s plenary session.

Vanlouwe’s opinion on EU Counter-Terrorism
Agenda due for plenary adoption

During the October CoR plenary, mem-
bers are due to adopt the opinion on the
EU Counter-Terrorism Agenda, drafted by
our first vice president and member of the
Flemish Parliament Karl Vanlouwe.

The opinion, adopted unanimously by
CIVEX members in May this year, stress-
es the importance of cross-border and
cross-sectoral cooperation in combating
radicalization and terrorism. That in-
cludes stronger coordination, cooperation
and information exchange between local

and regional authorities, Member States,
police forces, justice systems, social work-
ers, prevention organisations, formal and
non-formal education services, religious
counsellors, and security and intelligence
agencies.

At the same time, the opinion argues, it is
important to seek a balance between the
right to security and physical integrity and
other fundamental rights and freedoms,
especially in the context of new technolo-
gies and the new challenges they bring.

Mr Bronius Markauskas meeting Commissioner Virginijus Sinkevicius

Newsletter



Mr Bronius Markauskas, mayor of Klaipé-
da district municipality in Lithuania.

Speaking on the opinion, Mr Markauskas
said “Iwanted to stress that the blue econ-
omy has a significant social and economic
impact, not only on coastal and maritime
regions, but also on the European Union as
a whole, and can ensure a green and inclu-

sive recovery from the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, especially in the most affected sectors,
such as tourism and fisheries. In many
countries, the blue economy has a huge
positive impact on GDP. Also, aquaculture
should be recognised as a specific poli-
cy area, with sufficient funding so that it
provides an alternative to traditional fish-
eries. In my opinion, greater involvement

of local authorities would ensure better
development of a sustainable blue econo-
my by developing dynamic and sustaina-
ble blue economy ecosystems, promoting
innovation, applying smart solutions and
creating jobs.”

The adoption of the opinion is foreseen at
the December Plenary Session.

Trusukolaski’s opinion on EU Competition Policy adopted by ECON

Mr Tadeusz Truskolaski

On 29 September 2021 the ECON members
discussed and adopted the opinion on EU
Competition Policy drafted by our ECON
coordinator Mr Tadeusz Truskolaski. This
is the first account of competition policy
developments under the Commission led
by President von der Leyen, covering de-
velopments that took place during 2020.

EU competition policy has been crucial in
preserving and fostering European val-
ues such as fairness, rule of law and trust
within the European economy.

Gryffroy appointed rapporteur on
Renewable Energy Directive Revision

On 9th September, Andries Gryffroy,
European Alliance Group coordinator
in the ENVE commission, was appoint-
ed CoR rapporteur on the Renewable
Energy Directive revision.

This directive is part of the compre-
hensive legislative package adopted
by the European Commission in July,
called FIT for 55, that aims at over-
hauling major policies on climate, en-
ergy, transport, environment in order
to meet the 55% CO2 reduction cli-
mate target.

In the course of a preliminary debate
in the ENVE commission, Mr Gryffroy
who is also member of the Flemish
Parliament and energy spokesperson
for the New Flemish Alliance Party (N-
VA), said that “new legislation should
be flexible enough to take into account
the different starting points and con-
ditions in urban as well as rural and
peripheral areas”.

The opinion will be discussed and
voted at the next ENVE commission
meeting on 23-24 November.

The draft opinion highlights a number of
issues arising from the uneven and ineffi-
cientdistribution of public aid and stresses
the importance of a level playing field for
businesses in the Single Market, especial-
ly SMEs. Mr Truskolaski also called on the
European Commission and the Member
States to step up their efforts to promote
technology transfers, especially to less de-
veloped, peripheral and island regions.

Mr Andries Gryffroy

EA Group to hold an extraordinary meeting in Bialystok

Newsletter

EA Group will hold an extraordi-
nary meeting on 5-6 December in
Biatystok, on the invitation of the
city’s mayor Mr Tadeusz Trusko-
laski. Located in northeastern Po-
land, on the banks of the Biata River
and in the green lungs of Poland, the
capital city of the Podlaskie Voivode-

ship is - with a population of around
730000 people - the tenth-largest
city in Poland and the largest city in
northeastern Poland. The meeting
will be followed by a seminar on the
role of innovation and small and me-
dium-sized enterprises in regional
development.



Nanette Maupertuis elected President

of the Assembly of Corsica

Following the last Corsican elections that
took place in June, Nanette Maupertuis,
Vice-president of the EA Group was elected
7th President of the Corsican Assembly.

Professor of Economy at University of Cor-
sica and former member of the Executive
Council responsible for on European affairs

A

Mr Jézsef KGbor

and tourism, she has become the first woman
in Corsica to hold this function.

She ran in the list of Gilles Simeoni, President
of the Executive and leader of the party Femu
a Corsica who obtained an unprecedented
win and the absolute majority of seats.

e

Ms Nanette Maupertuis

Kobor appointed Green Commissioner of Pécs city

The European Alliance group member, Dr
Jézsef Kébor, has been appointed “Green
Commissioner “ of the Hungarian city of Pecs,
in which he sits as elected city councillor.

The City of Pécs has recently carried major
investments to electrify public transport and
aims to continue improving its green creden-

EA members and EFA parliamentary group debate
future of Europe at EFA study days in Corsica

On 20-23 September a delegation of the Euro-
pean Alliance Group took part in the Europe-
an Free Alliance (EFA) study days in Corsica,
which gathered Members of the European
Parliament (MEPs), EFA pan European Party
Bureau members.

The main topics for discussion were the
Corsican perspective and role of Corsican
Nationalism following the outstanding re-
sults of nationalist parties at the most recent
elections and the Conference on the Future
of Europe.

Members were received by Gilles Simeoni,
President of the Executive Council of Corsi-
ca, and Nanette Maupertuis, President of the
Corsican Assembly who are also members of

the EA group.

A joint EA/EFA public event on the role of
stateless nations in the future of Europe took
place in Bastia with the participation of high
level speakers, including Oriol Junqueras,
former MEP and Catalan political prisoner,
Jordi Sole, President of the EFA group in the
European Parliament, Gilles Simeoni as well
as the European Alliance members Karl Van-
louwe and Nanette Maupertuis.

“The EU is too much focussed on Member
States, we call for a stronger role of regions
within the EU and the respect of their iden-
tity as well as their cultural and linguistic
diversity, stressed Karl Vanlouwe, 1st Vice
President of the EA group, recalling EU’s
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tials through environmentally friendly pro-
jects with help of EU funds.

Mr Kébor, who is also one of the EU Climate
Pactambassador and member of the Commit-
tee of the Regions Green Deal Working Group
has been playing an active role in promoting
EU policies and instruments at local level to
make the EU greener and climate neutral.

EA Group delegation in Bastia

motto “ In varietate Concordia.”

Nanette Maupertuis, said that conference on
the future of Europe risks becoming mere-
ly a communication exercise and we have
to make sure that it brings tangible results
for citizens, and that multilevel governance
mechanism enhancing involvement of local
and regional authorities in decision making
should be strengthened.

During the July CoR plenary session, Emil
Drdghici, EA Group Bureau member and mayor of
Vulcana-Bdi (Romania) met Margaritis Schinas,
Vice-President of the European Commission
responsible for Promoting our European Way of
Life and stressed the importance of educating
young people about the European Union, its
values, history and diverse cultural heritage.

EA group Secretariat - European Committee of the Regions:
101 rue Belliard /Belliardstraat « 1040 Brussels
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Imagination and Curiosity are the
bedrock of our cities and regions

by ClIr Kieran McCarthy, President of the EA group

Clir Kieran McCarthy

The autumn CoR/EA group primary
school art competition “My region, my
window to the world” is attracting many
entries. We have some very talented
young people in our regions and cities.
It has always been an important aim of
our group to not only give a voice to the
next generation but to champion on their
behalf as well. The drawings provide an
insight into what young people see in
their region - the challenges and the op-
portunities. At the heart of the drawings
are creativity, colour, imagination, curi-
osity and a genuine care for our neigh-
bourhoods and our regions. These traits
are so important in the world we live in

today as we tackle a relentless pandem-
ic. They are also at the soul of our local
and regional authorities across the EU.

The Next Generation EU fund is an im-
portant creative toolkit to bring Cities
and Regions to sustainable recovery
and growth. As a group we continue to
call for more involvement for local and
regional governments in the design and
implementation in the new operational
programmes or the partnership agree-
ments.

In addition, we welcome that the final
COP26 declaration, which recognises
locally and regionally determined con-
tributions through the inclusion of “mul-
ti-level action”. I would like to sincerely
thank our member Andries Gryffroy for
putting this case forward during the
COP26 plenary on behalf of the local
government and municipal authorities
(LGMA). Now the real work begins to en-
sure we achieve the targets agreed.

As this newsletter shows our members
are very active across a wide range of
topics. Bravo to all.

Climate COP26: Gryffroy decisive push
gets regions a place in final text

Our member Andries Gryffroy was
part of the Committee of the Regions
(CoR) delegation to the UNFCCC COP
26 on climate change that took place
from 31 October to 12 November in
Glasgow, Scotland.

The CoR delegation advocated a strong
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regional and local dimension in global
climate governance and greater in-
volvement in the UN decision making
process.

Despite being at the forefront of the
fight against climate change, local and
regional authorities are not fully in-
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Lastly, as we approach the festive season
may [ wish all our readers a very happy
Christmas and a happy, peaceful and
healthy New Year.

Stay safe
Kieran

Mr Andries Gryffroy and US Special
Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry




"Bottom up approach is the key to achieving climate goals and fair transition. Any initiatives
in this regard must include multi-level international cooperation and local and regional

authorities.”

Andries Gryffroy, member of the Flemish Parliament

volved in the policymaking processes
and frequently encounter difficulties
in accessing direct funds necessary to
carry out the plans and receive techni-
cal assistance.

Mr. Gryffroy, who is also Member of the
Flemish Parliament had the occasion to
represent the Committee of the Regions
as well as the Local Governments and

Municipal Authorities (LGMA) constitu-
ency in several high-level meetings and
ministerial consultations.

Following Mr. Gryffroy’s intervention
in the COP Plenary, where he called for
local decision making and multilevel
collaboration to be formally recog-
nized, and thanks to the collective lob-
bying efforts with other organizations,

EU Week of Regions and Cities: EA holds
seminar on town centre revitalisation

On the 12th October 2021, the Europe-
an Alliance group held a workshop for
sharing best practices for revitalising
town centres across EU regions, which
was attended by over 80 guests.

Introducing the event, EA Group Pres-
ident Kieran McCarthy outlined how
“towns and regions have gone through
profound changes over recent years, in
many cases leading to urban decay”.
The pandemic, he outlined, has “fur-
ther reconfigured urban dynamics
with the shift to e-commerce, among
other things”. The four invited guests

Maupertuis: Islands’ constraints must be

included Minister of Development of
Navarra Mikel Irujo Amezaga, Marc
Hendrickx, Mechelen city councillor,
Adrienne Rodgers, Cork City Director
of Services, Community and culture,
and Anna Rzosinska, Director of the
Town Planning Department in Bialy-
stok.

Over the seminar they showcased the
innovative ways in which their cities
and municipalities have dealt with
urban renewal and the pandemic.
From creating a “warm and welcom-
ing” square for public events in the

fully taken into account in EU policies

On 4th of November, in the context of
the European Week of Regions and
Cities, the Region of Sicily organized a
side eventonisland territories and ter-
ritorial cohesion with Gaetano Armao,
Vice-President of the Sicilian Region
and President of the CoR Insularity
group, Nanette Maupertuis, EA group
member and president of the Assem-
bly of Corsica as well as Antonio Taja-
ni, former European Parliament Pres-
ident among the main speakers. They
underlined the particularity of island
territories and the need for “island
mainstreaming” across EU legislation
so as to achieve cohesion policy objec-
tives. Attention was given to a recent
study on the economic impacts and
cost of insularity and Sicily, which has
provided both facts and figures. Many
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attendees voiced their opinion that it
is essential that such tangible figures
and facts are brought to any debate on
social and territorial cohesion policy.

During the seminar, Ms Maupertuis
underlined that geography matters
and can be decisive in determining
socio economic development path of a
region. “If we want island territories to
be resilient, innovative and fully inte-
grated in the EU market, their struc-
tural constraints must be taken into
account and art 174 of the treaties be
fully applied to achieve cohesion policy
objectives,” she said in her interven-
tion.

Ms Maupertuis also placed great im-
portance on the scope for islands to

EA
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local and regional authorities have
been referenced in the final text as key
actors for achieving climate goals. Mr.
Gryffroy and the EA group as a whole
remain committed to strengthening
the bottom up approach to climate gov-
ernance and work to enhance role of
regions at next year’s COP27 in Sharm
El-Sheikh, Egypt.

heart of Bialystok, Poland, to the intro-
duction of a free cultural festival and
the pedestrianisation of 17 streets in
Cork City, Ireland. Following the four
presentations, guests had the oppor-
tunity to ask the speakers questions,
further delving into some of the topics
discussed, such as the cultural aspect
of revitalisation and the role of public
consultation.

You can watch the entire workshop
in the EA group website’s Past Events
section.

Ms Nanette Maupertuis

cooperate in the future, on an array of
shared challenges, from recovery and
climate change to blue economy and
sustainable tourism.
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Mr Bronius Markauskas

The Committee of the Regions Assem-
bly is due to adopt, in December 2021,
the opinion on sustainable blue econ-
omy and aquaculture by Mr Bronius

Markauskas’ opinion on Sustainable
Blue Economy and Aquaculture to be
adopted by the CoR Plenary session

Markauskas, Mayor of Klaipéda district
municipality in Lithuania. In the opin-
ion, Mr Markasuskas highlights that ag-
uaculture is an established and integral
industry in many regions across the EU,
but a more sustainable and competitive
industry can offer benefits across the
entire Union as Member States recover
from the pandemic. Particularly, sus-
tainable aquaculture will be vital in the
green transition.

“I am happy to discuss this important
subject for my region with the Commit-
tee of the Region’s members. During

Truskolaski: EU competition policy must
take account of the SMEs’ needs

During the Committee of the Regions
Plenary Session in December 2021,
members are set to adopt Mr Tadeusz
Truskolaski, Mayor of Bialystok’s opin-
ion on the Competition Report 2020. In
his view the report is welcome, howev-
er what is really needed is that the EU
competition policy take account of the
needs of SMEs to create a fair and lev-
el-playing field for the benefit of all EU
citizens. In terms of the future of EU
competition policy, Mr Truskolaski op-
poses the exclusion of products and ser-

vices from certain geographical areas
of the EU, considering it an infringe-
ment of competition rules. He also calls
for boldness when implementing new
solutions, particularly those that con-
cern climate neutrality or strengthen-
ing the uniformity of the Single Market.

“The EU Competition Policy is essential
for the smooth and effective function-
ing of the European Single Market. Its
existence is a test for the unity of the EU,
a test of negotiating capacity and the
ability to understand the situation and

the preparation of the opinion I had an
occasion to discuss the topic with the
Commissioner Virginijus Sinkevicius.
Aquaculture should be recognised as
a specific policy area, with sufficient
funding so that it provides an alterna-
tive to traditional fisheries. In my opin-
ion greater involvement of local author-
ities would ensure better development
of a sustainable blue economy by de-
veloping dynamic and sustainable blue
economy ecosystems, promoting inno-
vation, applying smart solutions and
creating jobs,” Mr Markauskas said.

Mr Tadeusz Truskolaski

expectations of all EU citizens from its
remotest parts,” said Mr Truskolaski.

Strugata: Prevention and education crucial in facing natural disasters

During the 146th CoR plenary session
debate with Janez Lenarc¢i¢, European
Commissioner for Crisis Management

Mr Dariusz Strugata
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Mr Dariusz Strugata, EA NAT coor-
dinator and Mayor of Jaraczewo (Po-
land) said that increasingly common,
extreme and complex natural disas-
ters clearly demonstrate the need to
develop prevention, preparedness
and response, coupled with efforts to
adapt to climate change and ecological
transformation.

Giving example of a devastating storm
that passed through his commune in
August 2017, Mr Strugata stressed
how important it is to create efficient
and effective procedures in a crisis sit-
uation. “This situation also made me

realize how much we underestimate
the role of prevention. We do not think
ahead enough, focusing on current,
often apparent activities and savings.
Also, a huge problem is the insufficient
percentage of insured property.”

“The resilience of cities and regions
to natural hazards can be increased if
disaster risk management is also part
of adaptation to climate change, public
health, land use, urban planning and
infrastructure, or adapting building
standards to threats and strengthen-
ing the role of building supervision, “
Mr Strugata added.



European Alliance group and EFA Party collaborate
on creating a real “Europe of the People”

At a recent European Free Alliance
(EFA) General Assembly the EA Group
President Cllr Kieran McCarthy, Presi-
dent of the EFA party Lorena Lopez de
Lacalle as well as President of the EFA
Group in the EP Jordi Solé agreed to
enhance collaboration on the Confer-
ence on the Future of Europe, there-
by ensuring that we create an impact
and build a two-way communication
between regions and cities of the EU

R Al
Jordi Solé, President of EFA in the EP; Lorena

Lopez de Lacalle, President of EFA and Kieran
McCarthy President of the EA group in the CoR

McCarthy appointed rapporteur on
the New European Bauhaus

During the SEDEC commission meet-
ing held on 1 October, our president
and member of the Cork City Council
Kieran McCarthy was appointed Com-
mittee of the Regions’ rapporteur on
the New European Bauhaus initiative.

The New European Bauhaus initiative
will aim to bring a cultural and crea-
tive dimension to the European Green

Deal, putting together creative design
and sustainable innovation to offer
tangible, positive experiences in our
daily life. It aims at accelerating the
transformation of various economic
sectors such as construction and tex-
tiles in order to provide access to cir-
cular and less carbon-intensive goods
to all citizens.

with the institutions in Brussels and
Strasbourg. This creates a real “Eu-
rope of the People’s”.

Cllr McCarthy said that we cannot miss
this opportunity to make our voices
heard on a range of issues of concern
to local and regional authorities. The
EA President congratulated the EFA
party on the 40 year anniversary and
hopes the party will continue to go
from strength to strength.

The opinion will be discussed at SEDEC
meetings on 13 December and 17 Feb-
ruary and the adoption in the plenary
session is planned for April 2022.

Mew European Bauhaus
Seadul el Bt

My re%ion, my window to the world: EA launches

dannua

The EA group is pleased to announce
that, during November, it has launched
its annual primary school art competi-
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primary school art competition

tion, with the theme “My region, my
window to the world”. The competi-
tion sees schoolchildren from across
the EU’s regions and cities submit
drawings and paintings which illus-
trate the link between their local area
and the wider European Union.

The best submissions will be chosen
later this year and the children award-
ed prizes. The winning submissions
will be converted into postcards,
while all submission will be exhibited
within the Committee of the Regions’

offices in Brussels. The children are
also asked to include a brief descrip-
tion of their dreams for their regions
within the wider European context,
which will be published in a booklet
highlighting the diversity of children’s
perceptions of the EU.

The EA has already begun to receive
artworks from schools across Europe,
and is looking forward to further ex-
amples of the wonderful creativity
schoolchildren submit each year.
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Inclusivity will define the actions
of the European Union in 2022

by ClIr Kieran McCarthy, president of the EA group

Furopean Alliance

Cllr Kieran McCarthy.

As the EA and CoR begins its work
programme for the year, there is much
anticipation of what the results of the
Conference on the Future of Europe
will bring. The COR Marseille Summit
in early March offers an enormous op-
portunity to come together to make
sense of, and comment on, the early

results of the Conference.

Thereisalsomuchtodoasthe COVID19
virus continues to surprise us all with
another variant. Many regions and cit-
ies face varying crises with overbur-
dened health sectors and with parts
of their respective economies closed.
The best way for us to return our econ-
omies to normality is with the aid of
NextGenerationEU, with local and re-
gional governments guiding how best
to use it in our cities and regions.

Europe also has a huge crisis in its
eastern border with Belarus and also a
very unstable situation on the Ukrain-
ian border. The European Union must
stand firmly together to resolve this
worrying crisis.

Our EA group continues to champion
concepts of inclusivity and will once

European Committee
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again take to the floor of COR plenar-
ies and commissions to make its case.
[ wish our members well in their work
in this new year and I look forward to
meeting everyone again soon.

Kieran

Join the debate on the Future of Europe in the CoR Summit
“Citizens at the heart of Europe” in Marseille on 3-4 March 2022

The European Summit of regions and
cities will bring together elected local
representatives to discuss issues of
major concern to sub-national gov-
ernment. The European Committee
of the Regions and the Region Sud in
France will organise the 9th edition in
Marseille on the 03-04th March 2022.

of the young elected politicians get
involved and put their ideas front and
central to the discussions.

More information and registration is
possible by visiting
WWW.cor.europa.eu

On the agenda are European territo-
ries and societal challenges, cohesion
and recovery, building the House of
European Democracy, amongst other
vital topics. Our members will ac-
tively promote open discussion in the
summit and we also encourage many

SU MMl’r‘ :

European Committee
of the Regions



"The Emissions Trading System should support a bottom-up approach, making sure that local
and regional authorities could directly compensate citizens and business for higher energy

costs and that auction revenues go where they are really needed.”

Andries Gryffroy, member of the Flemish Parliament
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European Alliance

Strugata: Together for stronger, more connected, more
resilient and more prosperous rural areas in the EU

We are faced with serious threats
and challenges to economic recov-

Mr Dariusz Strugata

ery, specifically at the level of rural
areas. The CoR 2021 Barometer ad-
dressed the rural dimension of the
COVID - 19 and economic recovery
with a view to health and urban-ru-
ral digital gap. The European Com-
mission work programme for 2022
acknowledges rural proofing as an
instrument for better regulation
alongside territorial impact assess-
ments. The EA Group prioritises a
renewed Territorial Agenda, which
should envisage closer relationships
and cooperation between cities and
surrounding areas, both urban and
rural, and reinforce linkages be-
tween them.

Our Members believe that the sus-
tainable future of Europe depends
on the implementation of a strong
Rural Agenda to ensure the key role
of rural areas, achieve a smart and
fair energy transition, guarantee
basic resources and biomaterials

and to provide food security and to
ensure health and welfare among all
citizens. It is crucial to fight against
the depopulation of rural areas to
ensure these global goals. Rural,
island and mountain areas offer a
showcase of the diversity of Europe’s
regions and have unique cultural
and natural assets which positively
affect the wellbeing of people living
in these areas.

The EA group has had both of its
own initiative opinions, from our
Group Member Cllr Enda Stenson, on
Smart villages and the Rural Agenda
adopted by the CoR.

Our Group member, Mr Draghici,
also presented an idea to create a
“Rural Capital Award”. We hope it
will be taken on board by the Euro-
pean Commission, with the support
of the Committee of the Regions.

Gryffroy to present opinion on Renewable Energy Directive

In March, Andries Gryffroy will
present to the ENVE commission his
opinion on the Renewable Energy
Directive Revision.

The draft opinion highlights the
pivotal role of local and regional
authorities and regional SMEs in
the production of renewable energy
sources and achieving the 55% CO2
emission reduction targets set by
European Climate Law.

The amendments to the Directive,
that have also been discussed with
key players in the European Parlia-
ment, aim at making it easier to in-
tegrate renewables in the grid and
to set up local renewable energy
communities while enabling local
innovation and promoting circular-
ity models.

Gryffroy, who is also a member of
the Flemish Parliament, strongly
supports the Commission proposal
to enhance cross border coopera-
tion and joint projects between bor-
dering regions and across sea basins
while highlighting the leading role
of regions.

In the presentation of the working
document, Mr Gryffroy stressed
thatitis paramount to ensure coher-
ence among the legislation proposed
under the “Fit for 55” package, and
that a technologically neutral ap-
proach, taking into account environ-
mental concerns, is safeguarded in
order to achieve net-zero emissions
by 2050 in the most cost-effective
manner.

Mr Andries Gryffroy
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Mr Karl Vanlouwe

McCarthy and Vanlouwe active in the works
of the Conference on the Future of Europe

On 21 and 22 January, our president
and first vice president, Kieran McCar-
thy and Karl Vanlouwe took part in the
third plenary session of the Conference
on the Future of Europe which took
place as a hybrid meeting remotely and
in Strasbourg.

Cllr McCarthy is a member of the Work-
ing Group on Education, culture, youth
and sport where he particularly cham-
pions synergies between different EU

EA Primary Schools Art Competition

Oliwia Kowalska, age 12, Poland

In November 2021, the EA group
launched its annual Primary Schools
Art Competition, with the theme
of “My Region, My Window to the
World”. With this theme, children
were tasked with illustrating how
their region relates to the EU, and
the wider World, alongside a brief
description of their artworks. From
Romania to Ireland, and Lithuania
to Corsica, the group has received
wonderful and creative artworks
from children who are clearly pas-
sionate about their localities. The
competition is now closed, and the
entries will soon be available on dis-

play.
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The EA group would like to thank
and congratulate all of the children
who submitted artworks for their
wonderful contributions. Each year,
children across our regions contin-
ue to impress with their knowledge
of, and interestin, their local regions
and cities. One child, in Slovakia,
describes how the EU has helped
local agriculture, which has in turn
increased job prospects in their re-
gion. In Lithuania, another child
outlined innovative ways that their
region could become more environ-
mentally friendly. What is common
across all artworks is the creativity
of the children, alongside their in-
terests in their localities.

The winners of the competition will
now receive their prizes, and their

Luca-Sebastian Dobrescu, age 10, Romania

programmes and initiatives, such as
the European Green Deal, Creative Eu-
rope and the New European Bauhaus,
on which he is currently preparing an
opinion due to be adopted at the Febru-
ary SEDEC meeting.

Mr Vanlouwe, who is has been dele-
gated to the Conference plenary by the
Flemish Parliament, is a member of the
Working Group on Values and rights,
rule of law and security.

Rimaile Striskaite, age 6, Lithuania

artworks and descriptions will be
collected and displayed in a booklet.
The physical art will be displayed in
the CoR building once permitted by
COVID regulations. Included below
are a selection of some of the win-
ning entries.

Eva Hlupikovd, age 12, Slovakia



Kobor to organize a student debate
competition on sustainability

Dr Jozsef K6bor

As part of the Committee of the Re-
gions’ series of local dialogues organ-
ized within the framework of the Con-
ference on the Future of Europe, our
CIVEX coordinator Dr Jézsef Kobor
will organize a student debate com-
petition where high school pupils will
discuss green sustainability topics.

The competition will take place in the
city of Pécs (Baranya county, Hunga-
ry) and will be organized in cooper-
ation with the Green Baranya Asso-
ciation. It is expected to gather more

than 100 pupils and students who will
hold debates on topics such as waste
management, energy policy, environ-
ment and climate change. Before the
competition, the participants will re-
ceive a thorough briefing on the top-
ics of sustainability, European Union’s
functioning, as well as current social
problems. The competition’s jury will
be composed of university students,
practicing lawyers and professors.

The event will take place in late winter
or early spring (final date tbc).

EA group enhancing the Members’ visual profile

Towards the end of last year and the
beginning 2022 we have stepped up
our efforts to help our members en-
hance their digital presence and im-
prove our visual communication as a

group.

Over the course of the autumn, we
produced a number of roll-up banners
for our members which aim to show-
case the beauty of their cities, towns
and regions and, at the same time, link
them with their work in the Commit-
tee of the Regions and EU policies.

In December, we launched a revamped
version of our website (www.ea.cor.
europa.eu) with a modernized design
and improved site architecture which
would enable visitors to get a better
overview of our members’ numerous
activities. Although there are still
some final tweaks to be made, we hope
that you will find it useful and we look
forward to any comments you may
have.

Fryslin
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Finally, after a very successful training
on video production and editing held
last spring, this January we organ-
ised a training on social media which
provided some valuable insights to
members on how to build and promote
their profiles on different social net-
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works, as well as how to communicate
in specific situations and contexts.

We will continue developing new ideas
on how to help members promote their
work in Brussels and link it to their
local roles in 2022.

European Committee
of the Regions
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#SolidarityWithUkraine

Regions join together in Solidarity

with Ukraine

by ClIr Kieran McCarthy, president of the EA group

Clr Kieran McCarthy

As we watch with tears of horror and
pain the slaughter and indiscriminate
murder in Ukraine caused by the
authorities of the Russian federation,
the regions of Europe are unanimous
in their call for a ceasefire and in their
strongest condemnation of the war.

This war must stop and the people of
Ukraine will build their nation once
again. In the meantime, the Cities and
Regions of Europe are here to help. We
can help with provisions in Ukraine and
in the border regions. We can also help
with hosting refugees until it is safe to
go home. We welcome the setting up

European Committee
of the Regions

of the CoR’s info-support-hub to help
regions connect needs and those who
can help. This is a concept our group
was actively calling for.

Ultimately though, we need to do more.
Regions and cities are willing to help
the European commission deliver on
the €17 billion aid package to have
real impact on the ground where it is
needed. We are willing to mobilise our
resources to ensure impact to help this
terrible situation.

The Conference of Presidents of the
European Committee of the Regions
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Jézsef Kébor organised debate
competition for students on the future of Europe

metin Rzeszdw, Poland on a fact-finding
mission to assess the needs of local
communities and help shape measures
to address the Ukrainian refugee crisis.
Thiswas anecessary visitand Krzysztof
Iwaniuk represented us for the visit.

The EU also need to take radical and
quick action to ensure energy and food
security for the future and the CoR will
play its part in delivering the changes
needed.

Today more than ever we need to be
united in this crisis.

Kieran




"To connect the EU with its citizens, we propose a network of EU liaison offices across the EU's regions (such as

VLEVA in Flanders), as well as more respect for subsidiarity, including the possibility for regional parliaments to

block EU legislation, linguistic diversity and self-determination.”

Karl Vanlouwe, first president of the EA group and member of the Flemish Parliament
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Iwaniuk: More support needed for Ukraine and border
regions as well as no return ever to a Berlin wall scenario

Mr Krzysztof Iwaniuk (right)
during the CoP visit to Poland

An

of the
Conference of Presidents from the
Committee of the Regions took place
near Poland’s border with Ukraine
on 6 April attended. The EA Group
was represented on behalf of the
President by Mr Krzysztof Iwaniuk,

emergency meeting

Mayor of Terespol and the Member of
the CoR’s Working Group on Ukraine.
The meeting concentrated focused on
the impact of the Ukrainian war on
EU’s regional and local authorities.
The main and strong call for support
to the regional and local authorities
via the European Union budget was
highlighted in the presence of Ms Elisa
Ferreira, European Commissioner
for Cohesion and Reforms and Mr
Younous Omarjee, chairman of the
European Parliament’s committee on
regional development, and Tetiana
Yehorova-Lutsenko, chairwoman of
the Kharkiv District Council.

During the meeting, Mr Iwaniuk
said that the Conference on the
Future of Europe must take this
critical situation into account. He

also highlighted a huge role to be
played by the European Commission
in geopolitical terms with the hope
that the conflict will not spread. After
the speech of both Commissioner
and MEP, he thanked them for their
declarations that Polish local and
regional authorities won't be left
alone. Mayor of Terespol, a border city
with Belorussia said: “This border
will never again be the same but we
wouldn’t like it to become a new
Berlin Wall and we don’t want to be
cut off from our neighbours”.

The meeting was hosted by the
president of the Podkarpackie Region,
Wtiadystaw Ortyl, and the mayor of
Rzeszow, Konrad Fijotek. Many of
LRAs were invited and participated
in the meeting.

Ukraine dominates EA group meeting in Marseille

On 2 March, on the margins of the
9th European Summit of Regions and
Cities in Marseille, EA group held a
meeting with its former and current
members and alternates as well as a
number of young elected politicians
and local councilors who came as part
of CoR’s respective programmes.

Mr Tadeusz Truskolaski

The meeting was dominated by
a debate on the war in Ukraine,
with members outlining what their
communities have done to help
Ukrainian refugees and launching
passionate pleas for more assistance
to the Ukrainian people. The members
were unequivocal in condemning
Russia’s actions as unacceptable.

EA group meeting in Marseille

EA extraordinarK meeting

2022 in Bialysto

An EA extraordinary meeting in 2022
will be held on 6 May in Biatystok, on
the invitation of the President of the
city Mr Tadeusz Truskolaski. Located
in northeastern Poland, on the banks
of the Biata River and in the green
lungs of Poland, the capital city of
the Podlaskie Voivodeship is - with a

population of around 730000 people -
the tenth-largest city in Poland and the
largest city in northeastern Poland.
The meeting will be followed by a
seminar on Cities and Regions working
together in Europe with the focus on
solidarity with Ukraine.
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CoR Plenary to adopt Gryffroy opinion
on Renewable Energy Directive revision

On 28 April, the CoR Plenarywill adopt
the draft opinion of EA Group member
Andries Gryffroy on the Renewable
Energy Directive Revision.

The draft opinion highlights the
pivotal role of local and regional
authorities and regional SMEs in
the production of renewable energy
sources in order to achieve the 55%
CO2 emission reduction targets set
by European Climate Law as well as
the need to ramp up investments in
renewables in order to ensure greater
diversification of EU energy supply.

The amendments to the Directive,
aim at making it easier to integrate
renewables in the grid and to set up
local renewable energy communities

while enabling local innovation and
promoting circularity models.

Gryffroy, who is also a member of
the Flemish Parliament, calls for
enhanced cross border cooperation
and more joint projects on renewables
around between bordering regions
and across sea basins to ensure better
integration and decarbonisation of
energy systems,

In the presentation of the opinion, Mr.
Gryffroy stressed that EU territories
are different so is their potential to
produce energy from renewables.
Hence legislation should take into
account specificities of each Member
States and regions, their different
starting points, favoring a bottom up
approach rather than a top down.

T

Mr Andries Gryffroy

He also underlines that it is necessary
to be open and inclusive towards
all technologies and safeguard the
principle of technological neutrality
in order to achieve climate neutrality
and decarbonize our economy in
a cost efficient manner, and at the
lowest social and economic costs.

Cohesion: EU policies must be “island-proofed”
in order to take into account their natural,

geographic and demographic constraints

Ms Nanette Maupertuis

On 5 April the European Committee
of the Regions and the Islands
Commission of the Conference of
Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR)
have co-organised a high-level
conference to discuss the island

Newsletter

perspective in the framework of the
Conference on the Future of Europe.

Local and regional leaders of
European islands, including Corsica,
Sicily and Sardinia, stressed the need
of more particular consideration in
the debates of the Conference on the
Future of Europe (COFE) and called
for long-term strategy for EU islands
to reduce regional disparities.

Presidency of the Assembly of Corsica
and EA Group member, Nanette
Maupertuis, while recalling the
objective of the Union to promote
economic, social and territorial
cohesion and the need to pay
particular attention to regions which
suffer from severe and permanent
natural or demographic handicaps
such as islands, cross-border and
mountain regions, pointed out that

the application of the relevant article
is far from satisfactory.

“Despite numerous initiatives and
actions, art 174 of the Treaty has
not been fully implemented. It is
crucial EU policies take into account
insularity with the introduction of
new indicators and compensatory
measures that take into account the
additional cost impacting on citizens
living in islands.

Ms Maupertuis has proposed to draft
an opinion in order to look at ways as
to how cohesion policy can cater for
the specific needs of these territories,
though more tailored approaches,
in order to achieve a balanced
development and a fair recovery
across the EU regions.



Kieran McCarthy’s
opinion on the New
European Bauhaus
to be adopted by
the CoR plenary

On Wednesday, 27 April Committee
of the Regions’ plenary session is due
to debate and adopt an opinion by EA
president and Cork City Cllr, Mr Kieran
McCarty, which addressed the local and
regional aspects of the New European
Bauhaus (NEB).

In the opinion, Cllr McCarthy outlines
how the NEB is a key opportunity
to harness the creative potential of
regions and municipalities, and thus
create sustainable solutions that will
make the Green Deal a success. That
being said, he raised a number of issues
with the Commission’s communication
for example on the question of how local
and regional authority’s engagement
will be ensured

Moving forward, Mr McCarthy calls on
the NEB to become a real movement
that involves LRAs and not just another
top-down project. “It must be a project
for everyone, not just the few. To
be successful, this exercise must be
socially, culturally and territorially
inclusive.”

The opinion was adopted unanimously
at the SEDEC meeting in February.

F wropean Ailiane
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The European Free Alliance
and the EA group outline more
common actions for 2022

During a meeting of the European Free
Alliance Party including MEP’s, youth
branch and Coppieters foundation
held on the 9th February it was
agreed to cooperate further with the
CoR European Alliance group on areas
of mutual benefit. The first of these
was for the Conference on the Future
of Europe where a joint letter was
agreed to encourage more citizens
participate. Members also agree to

Jozsef Kobor
organised debate
competition for
students on the
future of Europe

On 9 and 10 April, our CIVEX
coordinatorand Green Commissioner of
the city of Pécs J6zsef Kébor organised
a debate competition for students on
the topics of sustainability and the
future of Europe. The competition
gathered more than 120 participants,
divided into 28 teams coming from
Hungary and Romania who debated
how to ensure economic growth while
protecting the environment.

EA Group external meeting and seminar

Cities and Regions

6 May 2022
Biatystok, Poland

reinforce key messages during the
CoFoE.

Secondly on a variety of thematic
issues including cross border
cooperation, energy, transport, youth
to name but a few it was also agreed
reinforce common actions.

Log in to www.ea.cor.europa.eu for
more information.

The debate competition in Pécs

The event was part of the Committee
of the Regions’ series of local dialogues
organised in the context of the
Conference on the Future of Europe.

working together in Europe
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101 rue Belliard /Belliardstraat « 1040 Brussels
Tel: 4322282 2245+ Fax: +32 2 282 23 34 | e-mail: ea-secretariat@cor.europa.eu | www.ea.coreuropa.eu



Newsletter

European Alliance Group

June edition
2022

Empower local and regional governments
who are best placed to help in a crisis

by ClIr Kieran McCarthy, president of the EA group

Clir Kieran McCarthy with Taoiseach Michedl Martin

As we approach the mid-mandate of the
European Committee of the Regions, we reflect
on the uncertainty caused by the Covid19 pan-
demic as well as the terrible and unprovoked
war in Ukraine. We see firsthand that the re-
gions and cities of Europe continue to be very
active in the provision of support for refugees.
It is clear that regions need to be empowered
and given the resources to act in a time of cri-
sis. The Recovery and Resilience Fund needs to
have alocal expenditure component and not be
administered from central governments.

The European Committee of the Regions
has also shown its worth in solidarity with
Ukraine. The info-supporthub was a good
start in matching the needs in Ukraine and
border regions with what the EU regions can
offer. We hope that peace will come quickly to
Ukraine and we need to begin the process of
rebuilding Ukraine. Our first Vice President
spoke at an event organised by the Association
of Ukrainian Cities and the CoR has our full sup-
portin building a “European Cities and Regions
Alliance for the Reconstruction of Ukraine”.

Vanlouwe meets the Mayor of Irpin,
Alexander Markushin to express EU
regions’ solidarity towards Ukraine

On the 2nd June the European Alliance Vice
President Karl Vanlouwe met with the Mayor
of Irpin, Alexander Markushin to express EU
regions solidarity and the mayor also called for
help inthe re-construction of Ukraine. The Mayor
gave first hand description of the terrible loss of
life and destruction caused by the unprovoked

European Committee
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war in Ukraine. Karl Vanlouwe gave an overview
of the work of the CoR in coordinating efforts in
solidarity of Ukraine and said more needs to be
done to help the people of Ukraine. The Mayor
hasbeen invited to the CoR’s June plenary session
to make a direct plea to regions and cities to help
in rebuilding of Ukraine.

#SolidarityWithUkraine
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Group to hold high level event on Delivering
the EU Green Deal at local level
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“Cities and Regions in solidarity with Ukraine”

The EA President highlights the legacy of John Hume
as a reminder of the EU’s foundations of peace

7th edition of the CoR’s Enlargement Day

EA members welcome European Parliament’s
adoption of the of Islands Pact

Corsica celebrates 40th anniversary
of the Corsican Assembly

Time to start acting on the recommendations
of the Conference on the Future of Europe

EA group welcomes a new generation of YEPs

At the beginning of June, 1 joined the
European Parliament President Roberta
Metsola, Taoiseach Michedl Martin TD and
MEPs in the unveiling of a bust to the great
peacemaker John Hume. A timely remind-
er that the European Union is the greatest
peace project we have and we need to cher-
ish peace and security more than ever.

Karl Vanlouwe with the Mayor of
Irpin Alexander Markushin
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"Islands face structural constraints due to geographic discontinuity, higher transport costs and connectivity gaps.

It is there crucial that special instruments and policies are devised for them in order to put them on equal footing

with continental territories and to achieve sustainable and inclusive growth"

Ms Nanette Maupertuis, president of the Corsican Assembly

EA

European Week of Regions and Cities: EA Group to hold high-
level event on delivering the EU Green Deal at local level

On 11th October 2022, the European Alliance
Group will hold a seminar on “Delivering the
Green Deal at a regional and local level” in
presence of high level politicians and experts.

EA Members adopt Biat
solidarity with Ukraine”

Following the launch of EU Green Deal and
legislative packages such as Fit for 55 thataim
at delivering EU climate goals, participants
will discuss how will this ambitious policy

EA members in Biatystok

The European Alliance (EA) group in the
European Committee of the Regions, at its
extraordinary meeting in Biatystok, Poland,
held on 6 May 2022, confirmed its solidarity
with Ukraine and unanimously agreed on the
Biatystok Declaration: Cities and Regions in
solidarity with Ukraine.

The EA Group strongly condemns the unpro-
voked and unjustified military aggression of
Russia against free Ukraine as well as the in-
volvement of Belarus which goes against all
international agreements and norms and un-
dermines the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, and deplores the loss of life of many
civilians through this attack and act of war.

Speakers included Mr Tomasz Frankowski,
Member of the European Parliament, Ms
Aleksandra Dulkiewicz, Mayor of Gdansk,
President of the CoR’s Working Group on
Ukraine, Mr Constantin Cojocari, Vice-President
of CALM (Congress of Local Authorities from
Moldova), Mayor of Edinet municipality, Mr
Pawel Kowal, Member of Polish Parliament
and Political scientist from Institute of Political
Studies of the Polish Academy of Science, Mr
Bronius Markauskas, Mayor of the Klaipeda
District and Mr Andras Szabo, Representative
of the Mayor’s Office in City Pécs.

“The focus of the meeting was ensuring soli-
darity and further support to our Ukrainians

agenda is being delivered at local level and
the role of regions, municipalities and rural
areas in achieving a just transition.

ystok Declaration “Cities and regions in

friends in all difficulties caused by the terrible
and unjustified war on the Ukrainian territory.
We discussed a very important subject, which
touches not only Poland’s regions, cities and
communes and its citizens but also the many
regions and local and regional authorities of
the European Union. This situation concerns
all of us. During the discussions we have called
for more support from the regions and cities
of Europe to each other during this unprece-
dented migration crisis and we also welcomed
the info-support-hub created by the European
Committee of the Regions to help those in
the EU and in Ukraine.” said Mr Tadeusz
Truskolaski, President of Biatystok

Biatystok Declaration with Mr McCarthy,
Ms Dulkiewicz, Mr Truskolaski and Mr Frankowski

The EA President highlights the legacy of John Hume
as a reminder of the EU’s foundations of peace

Clir Kieran McCarthy with John Hume JR at
the unveiling of the bust of John Hume

The European Union as we know now
was founded from the ashes of wars and
we need to remind ourselves now, more
than ever, that peace not war is the way
forward. These sentiments were ech-
oed by the European Alliance Group
President at the inauguration of a bust
to the great peacemaker John Hume in
the European Parliament in Strasbourg.

The bust was unveiled by the Taoiseach
Micheal Martin and President of the
European Parliament Roberta Metsola
as areminder of the great work of Hume
and furthermore that we need to ensure
peace on our continent, a message more
important now with the tragic and un-
provoked war in Ukraine.
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7" edition of the CoR’s Enlargement Day

After a two-years’ break, on 6 and 7 July,
the CoR will again host its 7th annual
Enlargement Day in its own premises,
preceded by a round of meetings with local
and regional authorities from the Western
Balkans and Turkey.

Inaddition to an assessment of the Western
Balkan countries’ progress in the EU ac-
cession, and the role of local and regional

aurhotiries in it, CoOR members and their
peers from the region will focus on the role
of youth in the EU accession process as well
as youth engagement and participation at
the local and regional level.

During the plenary session of the
Enlargement Day, due to be held on 7 July,
a particular session will be dedicated to

the European perspective of Ukraine,
Georgia, Moldova.

EA group members who will participate
at the events are Andries Gryffroy (JCC
North Macedonia), J6zsef Kébor (Working
Group on Turkey), Declan McDonnell
(JCC Serbia), Cosmina-Ramona Pandele
(JCC Montenegro) and Miloslav Repasky
(Working Group on the Western Balkans).

EA members welcome European Parliament’s adoption of the Islands Pact
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Ms Maupertuis with Mr Younous Omarjee, Mr Gilles Simeoni and Mr Frangois Alfonsi

On 7 June, the European Parliament
adopted the report of the REGI commit-
tee Chair Younous Omarjee on Islands
and Cohesion Policy.

The report, which takes on board many
of the recommendations included in
a former CoR opinion drafted by Ms.
Nanette Maupertuis, President of the

Assembly of Corsica, calls for an Islands
Pact and targeted policies for insular
regions in order to tackle the particular
issues that they face.

EA President Kieran McCarthy and Vice
President Nanette Maupertuis, who were
both in Strasbourg welcomed the adoption
of the pact.

“Islands face structural constraints due to
geographic discontinuity, higher transport
costs and connectivity gaps. Itis there cru-
cial that targeted instruments and policies
are devised in order to put them on equal
footing with continental territories and to
achieve sustainable and inclusive growth,
said Ms Maupertuis.

Corsica celebrates 40" anniversary of the Corsican Assembly

40yearsago,on 2 March 1982, the Assembly
of Corsica was created with the first law on
Corsica’s special status. Elected on 8 August
by proportional ballot, it was set up on 20
August by Minister Gaston Defferre.

On the occasion of the 40th year anniver-
sary, a series of commemorations, confer-
ences, exhibitions and many other events
are being organised. They will go through
the history of the Assembly with the aim to
bring the Corsican institution closer to the
people, but also to highlight the achieve-
ments of the special status, its limitations,
its developments since 1982 and work on
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the prospects for future autonomy. Under
the chairmanship of Marie-Antoinette
MAUPERTUIS, the 40th anniversary of the

Assembly of Corsica is a major event in the
current political debate and contemporary
history of Corsica.

DI L'ASSEMBLEA DI CORSICA
APRILE 2022 — MAGHJU 2023
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Time to start acting on the recommendations of
the Conference on the Future of Europe

ClIr Declan McDonnell, CoR rapporteur on
a permanent dialogue with citizens

On 30 April 2022, after a year of deliber-
ations with citizens, European, national,
regional and local institutions, civil society
and social partners, the Conference on the

Future of Europe plenary agreed to its final
49 proposals. Each EU institution commit-
ted to follow-up on the proposals, accord-
ing to its respective remits. For the CoR, it
means a particular focus on the territorial
perspective of the proposals and its own fu-
ture role as an institution.

During the Conference, our members
promoted active subsidiarity, multilevel
governance and an enhanced role for the
CoR in the EU’s future institutional archi-
tecture. Another important result for our
house are the proposals for a strengthened
participative democracy in the EU, which
are in line with the opinion on a perma-
nent dialogue with citizens drafted by Cllr
Declan McDonnell.

EA group’s representatives at the Con-
ference’s plenaries were our president
Kieran McCarthy (Cork City Council, Ireland)
and our first vice president Karl Vanlouwe

(Flemish Parliament), who were both very
active in their respective working groups.

Duringits May plenary session, the European
Parliament already called for a change of EU
Treaties and for a convention for the revi-
sion of the Treaties to be etablished. The
European Council of 23/24 June presented a
first set of guidelines for the implementation
of the proposals. Also worth noting is the
European Commission’s communication on
the follow up to the Conference published on
17 June.

Finally, the European Commission presi-
dent will present relevant initiatives in the
her State of the Union speech in September.

The CoR is due to adopt a resolution on the
follow up to the Conference at its forthcom-
ing plenary session.

EA group welcomes a new generation of YEPs

Marks the beginning of the 2022 edition
of the CoR’s Young Elected Politicians
(YEP) programme, which enables poli-
ticians from across the EU younger than
40 and elected at the local and regional
level to take active part in the work of the
European Committee of the Regions and
the European Union.

Our YEPs in the 2022 programme will
be Thomas Wellens, city councillor in
Berlaar (Flanders), Mairin McGrath, city
councillor in Cahir (Ireland), Alessandro
Giovenzi, mayor of Verres (Italy), Sijbe
Knol, member of the Frisian Parliament,
Nuria Carné Navarro, deputy Mayor of
Caldes de Montbui (Catalonia), Goizeder
Juango Lizarbe, city councillor in Tafalla
(Navarra) and Carlos Ukar Arana, city
councillor in Caparroso (Navarra).

European Committee
of the Regions

EA

European Alliance

Mr Karl Vanlouwe with some of our previous YEPs

During 2022, they will have an opportu-
nity to take part in a number of events
and consultations, such as different the-
matic workshops, conferences, meetings

and training sessions organised by the
CoR, as well as one of the CoR’s plena-
ry sessions and the European Week of
Regions and Cities.
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